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Abstract 
Juvenile delinquency is one of the most serious problems in present times in Kashmir. 
There is evidence of a universal increase in juvenile crime taking place especially in the 
conflict-ridden states and Kashmir is no exception. A study of juvenile delinquency is 
very vast and to study its various aspects is also very comprehensive and can be studied 
from various angles. The intensity and severity of juvenile offences are generally 
determined by the social, economic and cultural conditions prevailing in a society. The 
present study focuses on stone-pelting in Kashmir in which hundreds of juveniles are 
involved. The data obtained from Lone Observation Home in Kashmir establishes that a 
large number of stone pelters in Kashmir were juveniles mainly till 2019. A major chunk 
of juveniles in conflict with law, who have been apprehended in recent years by the police 
and who were brought before Juvenile Justice Boards (JJBs) in Kashmir were stone 
pelters. In the present study, 200 juveniles were selected who were involved in stone-
pelting whose cases are registered in JJBs of different districts of Kashmir division. 
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Introduction: 
India known as the Republic of India is the 7th largest country in size and 
the 2nd most populated country with more than 1.2 billion people, it is the 
most populous democracy in the world. According to census 2001, the 
Indian population of minors (those below 18) stood at 41.1%, which is a 
majority of the population in the county. India considers children as the 
gift from God and as national assets. The directive principle of State 
Policy ensures that children receive equal opportunities for development 
during the period of the growth, which will reduce inequality and make 
sure that Social Justice is achieved. However, due to various 
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shortcomings, a certain number of children fail to follow social and legal 
laws and they get involved in delinquent behaviour which is also known 
as Juvenile delinquency or Juvenile crime. Crime by juveniles is a harsh 
reality in India and across the globe. (Srivastava, 2015) 
In India, children are known to be the greatest asset of the nation which 
means they are also the future resources which will help to shape the 
country for the times to come. According to the ministry of statistics and 
programme implementation 2012, one third of the Indian population 
constitutes of children aged between 0 to 18 years. In the light of the 
circumstances and conditions and children belonging to the vulnerable 
section of the society and going through immaturity of age, mental 
makeup and understanding this particular age and the adverb or 
unfavourable social, economic and environmental context the children 
could fall prey to activities that may be termed as criminal or illegal in 
nature (Adenwalla, 2006). Therefore, in this context, those children who 
violate the law are referred to as "children in conflict with law" or 
"juvenile delinquents" The word Juvenile originated from the Latin word 
“Juvenis”, which signifies a young person. Therefore, a Juvenile/Child 
refers to an individual who has not completed 18 years of age and this is a 
variable parameter because in different nations the cut-off age to identify 
an individual as a child or an adult differs. Juvenile crime also known as 
Juvenile delinquency is a term that defines a minor or child‟s 
participation or accusations in any activity that may be defined as 
offensive or goes against the legal established system. This legal system 
also determines the kind of preventive and corrective measures that are 
needed for the child keeping in mind the interest of the child the state and 
society. The term child in conflict with law refers to a person/individual 
under 18 who encountered justice system because of being suspected or 
accused or abetting a crime or participating in any offenses legally 
(Fraser, 1973). The Law that guides the entire process of dealing with 
Children in conflict with Law is called the Juvenile Justice (care and 
protection of Children) Act 2015. This act consolidates and amended the 
law relating to children who are alleged and found to be in trouble with 
the law and those children in need of care and protection. This is done by 
addressing their basic needs through proper care, protection, 
development and social re-integration. They adopt child-friendly 
approaches in addressing the issues and disposal of matters in the life of 
the child, while keeping the best interest of children. They work with the 
rehabilitation system, institutions and other bodies which were set up to 
address the same issues. The Juvenile Justice Act also incorporates the 
process of rehabilitating and reintegrating the child back into society. The 
rationale is the fact that the child has the capacity to reform because of the 
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learning phase of the child and so is able to reform and respond 
appropriately to situations and this is also possible because of the tender 
age of the child and the apparent lack of maturity. This place the state in a 
power to protect, rehabilitate and reform the child. The Juvenile Justice 
System also assumes that a child offender is a product of unfavourable 
environment and is entitled to a fresh chance to begin his life. The 
offences may have been committed without any criminal intent on certain 
occasions. The child probably lacks foresight on the 
repercussions/consequences of his actions. It is accepted that a child 
offender should not be given punishment based on the kind of offence he 
/she has committed but should be given an individual treatment which is 
reformative in nature and which is based on his /her need, psychological 
and social background. According to National Crime Record Bureau, a 
total of 31,396 cases of “children in conflict with law” (CCL) were 
reported in 2015 and the rate of crime committed by them was 2.1 per 
cent. However, a majority of these cases are petty crimes and are 
preventable by providing proper guidance and counselling to children 
and economic strengthening of their families. An analysis of children who 
were in conflict with law shows that majority of them belonged to 
economically weaker section (42.5 per cent). Around 11.5 per cent of them 
were illiterate while another 43.4 per cent were educated up to primary 
level only (NRCB, 2015). 
 
Impact of Kashmir Conflict on Children: 
Children are considered the wealth of a nation and their progress and 
development are the priority of every nation. But unfortunately in several 
countries their progress and development have been halted by armed 
conflicts. They became directly victims of conflicts, firing, and mine 
blasts. In armed conflicts children suffers most as according to United 
Nations, some 20 million people have been killed in over 150 armed 
conflicts in developing countries since the Second World War, the 
majority being the children and women (Boyden et. al., 2005). UN 
Security Council resolution on “Children and Armed Conflict” states that 
armed conflict creates harmful and widespread impact on children and 
has also long-term consequences for durable peace, security and 
development (UN Security Council Resolution, 2001). In present ethno-
political conflicts children are being used as political actors and are 
victimized on a massive scale by attack, landmines, displacement and 
sexual violence (Wessels, 1998).  According to the UN General Assembly 
study, out of the world‟s 27.4 million refugees and 30 million displaced 
people, nearly half are children. Children in conflict areas develops many 
psycho-social problems like stress, trauma, nightmares, depression and 
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mental problems due to killing of parents, loss of home and other violent 
incidents. In Kashmir children have suffered mostly by armed conflict as 
in other parts of the world. It has disturbed their innocent minds as they 
have witnessed the conflict when they are in their childhood period. They 
have gone through trauma, depression, and other psycho-social 
problems. They have seen their fathers, brothers, mothers and sisters 
killed by firing of security persons and militants. In Kashmir large 
number of children became orphans either their father or mother got 
killed. According to the study done by Save the Children, there are 2, 
14,000 orphan children in Kashmir and 37 percent of them became 
orphan due to Kashmir conflict. These orphan children are going through 
a difficult phase. They are suffering from many psycho-social problems 
and are facing economic problems. Many orphan children could not 
continue their education and some of them are studying in orphanages. 
Armed conflict has disturbed the education system due to frequent 
Hartals, Curfews, Killings and Crackdowns which led to the closure of 
schools. Kashmiri school children got less schooling facilities as compared 
to other states of India which became responsible for their less exposure 
to extra-curricular issues. The children who got birth after 1990 have 
spent less time in schools and more time in homes. Kashmir conflict also 
kept schools in a very poor condition which have a negative impact on 
mental development of children. Children in Kashmir are socialized in a 
state of confusion and chaos, where excessive obsession breads fear and 
nervousness, where physical, mental, cultural, intellectual or  emotional  
well-being  is  endangered  and  where  the  bigotry  and  hegemony  
have  claimed  the  lives  of thousands of children. Defective socialization 
may result in sever retardation in physical, social and moral growth and 
development; the effects on the development on personality and 
behaviour appear to be even more severe. Delinquency has emerged as a 
common feature among the children in Kashmir. There may be several 
factors responsible for delinquency. Broadly, they may be divided under 
two categories: individual factors and situational factors. Individual 
factors consist of personality traits like hostility, feeling of insecurity, fear, 
emotional conflict, defiance etc. The situational factors include family 
environment, peer group influence, school environment, and influence of 
movies and so on. While individual factors are no doubt important, the 
changing social environment has become more significant in inducting 
young people to delinquency. The harmful and immoral acts like 
smoking, drinking, drug abuse, violence and brutality depicted in 
everyday life, movies, and story books leave a lasting impression on the 
fragile minds of the children. They learn new techniques of violence and 
crime directly or indirectly supported by disorganized social system of 
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Kashmir.  The violent environment over a period of 30 years effected in-
family situation in a way that changed the traditional inter-generational 
relations, patterns of socialization, and prevailing patriarchal authority 
and aggression in overall behaviour. A  significant  number  of children  
commit  minor  and  major  crimes  {from theft  to  murder}  In  
comparison  to  the  traditional  Kashmiri  society  about   50 years back, 
hardly any case of minor or major crime was committed or reported, but 
the situation has changed radically to such an extent that every kind/type 
of crime is committed in Kashmir today. 
The Juvenile Justice Act (JJA) guides the entire process of dealing with 
Children in conflict with Law. The JJA 2015 has now become applicable in 
the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, following the abrogation of 
Article 370 and the erstwhile state becoming a Union Territory. The 
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) are based on the 
philosophy that children need to be reformed and reintegrated into 
society. The best interest of the child along with child friendly procedures 
is incorporated across the provisions and is the primary consideration. 
the JJBs  decided  the  intensity  of  the  corrective programs 
recommended for the child and place them in the relevant setting. Table 
1.1 shows the details of the cases in the JJBs of Kashmir Division w.e.f. 1st 
September, 2018 to 31 December 2020. 

 

Table 1.1: Total Number of Cases  
S. No District No. of Registered 

cases of crime 
No. of  cases 
disposed off 

No. of cases 
pending 

1. Srinagar 597 211 369 

2. Anantnag 343 176 167 

3. Bandipora 176 76 185 

4. Baramulla 385 193 322 

5. Budgam 247 119 259 

6. Ganderbal 145 77 68 

7. Kulgam 218 118 201 

8. Kupwara 194 120 178 

9. Pulwama 97 69 103 

10. Shopain 153 41 122 

 

Stone pelting:  
Stone pelting in Kashmir can be described as a culture that has been 
actually manufactured by a number of actors (both state and non-state 
actors) this culture has spread even to Valley's children, who practice 
stone pelting for fun. By encouraging small children to engage in stone 
pelting, the child is being giving unconsciously full discretionary powers 
that are unaware of its manifestations. Actually child is being prepared to 
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be delinquent and to go against any controlling agency leading to a 
culture of non-conformity. 
Stone pelting in Kashmir refers to stone throwing by Kashmiri Muslims 
on the Indian forces and Jammu and Kashmir Police deployed for crowd 
control to express their anger. In the local language, it is termed as "Kanni 
Jung", which means fighting with stones and the stone pelters are called 
as Sangbaaz or „Pathraw Player‟. After the rise of insurgency and 
separatist movement in Kashmir conflict, the stone pelting incidents 
became prominent in Kashmir from the 2008 Kashmir protests in which 
the separatist movement had taken a new dimension from gun-fighting 
with armed forces to the pelting of stones on them. After the year 2008, 
stone pelting incidents in the valley were reported on regular basis, the 
prominent among them were recorded in 2010 Kashmir Unrest and 2016-
17 Kashmir Unrest, nevertheless minor skirmishes were also reported in 
those intermediate yeas. Prior to 2008, Kashmir did not see direct 
involvement of youth or children in the dissent against the State at such a 
scale. But post 2008, children felt a sense of belonging to the collective 
expression of dissent against the state. More and more children and youth 
took to the roads to assert their disagreement against the political 
scenario of the state. And which resulted in extensive detentions of the 
children as a consequence.  Of  the  182  juveniles  in  conflict  with  law  
kept  in  Juvenile Home  (Srinagar)  from  September  23,  2011  to  
September  30  2013,  over  60 percent which is 110 were stone pelters. 
From  1st  September  2018  to  31st  November  2019,  out  of  520 
juveniles in conflict with law majority (311) were involved in stone 
pelting and other unlawful activities and were placed under protective 
Custody in Observation Home (Srinagar). 

 

Table 1.2: stone pelting cases registered before JJBs in Kashmir 
S. No. Name of 

District 
Total no. of cases and pendency of stone pelting cases 

registered in JJBs as on 30-10-2021 

No of pending 
cases 

No. of stone pelting 
and ULA(P) cases 

Other crimes 

1. Srinagar 365 231 134 

2. Anantnag 111 40 71 

3. Pulwama 86 35 51 

4. Kulgam 127 16 111 

5. Budgam 177 70 107 

6. Baramullah 343 207 136 

7. Kupwara 71 11 60 

8 Shopain  130 86 44 

9. Bandipora 121 36 85 

10. Ganderbal 66 45 21 

Source: JJBs of Kashmir Division 



Journal of Society in Kashmir 2022 

 

Page | 88  

However, from 2020 onwards, as the stone pelting ebbed, the cases of 
juveniles involved in stone throwing saw a decline.  In the year 2020, out 
of 246 juveniles in conflict with law on 47 which is just over 19 percent 
were stone pelters. In the first 10 months of 2021, out of 373 juveniles in 
conflict with law only 86 which is over 23 percent were involved in stone 
pelting. The below table shows the district wise data of stone pelting 
cases registered before JJBs in 10 districts of Kashmir: 
 
Methodology: 
Research Design: A Research Design is the specification of methods and 
procedures for acquiring the information needed for a study. A 
quantitative and qualitative design was undertaken to explore the 
information, regarding the stone pelters & reasons that prompt them to 
pelt stones, the researcher used the survey method of JJBs of district 
Srinagar, Budgam and Ganderbal where the juveniles have been brought 
for rehabilitation.  In the present study, the researcher selected 200 
samples (stone pelters) as respondents for the study. The respondents  
would  first  be  explained  the  details  of  the  research  and  get  their  
consent,  secondly  the  respondents  would  complete  the  socio  
demographic  detail questionnaire in a  natural  setting and then 
interview  was conducted after explaining to the juveniles that they have 
the right to withhold information if they don‟t feel comfortable and to 
also withdraw them-self from the research at any time. 
 
Methods of data Collection: The researcher used the following methods 
of data collection. 
Questionnaire cum interview schedule was prepared by the researcher. 
The respondents were personally interviewed by the researcher. 
Secondary method of collecting data was through discussion and 
observation as well books, journals, internet, magazines, news papers etc. 
to have complete view on the existing pattern of stone pelting, who the 
stone pelters are and why they resort to stone pelting different aspects 
were studied like age, education, reasons of stone pelting etc. 
The questionnaire had details of the Juveniles and his family and 
backgrounds that may have influenced the life of the child. This was done 
to find out the reasons by which the child may have chosen deviant 
behavior. These socio demographic details gave insights about the social 
standing and the economic status of the family. These details also helped 
to understand the type of environment that the child grew up in. An in-
depth interview was conducted using an interview guide to cover 
relevant points and this was determined from the review of literatures 
and the other studies from the fields.   
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Table 1.3: Age of the juveniles at the time of commission of the offence 
S. No Age at time of commission of offence Responses Percentage 

1 11 years - 13 years 14 7 

2 14 years – 16 years 120 60 

3 17 years – 18 years 66 33 

Total: 200 100 
 

Table 1.3 reveals that 60 percent of the juveniles, who indulge in stone-
pelting, in Kashmir are in the age group of 14 years to 16-years while 33 
percent are 17 year and old year olds. The above data clearly reveals that 
even boys as young as 11 years have been also found involved in stone-
pelting. 
While carrying the study, it was analyzed by the researcher that these 
young boys do not fear the law and do not fear guns as they are too 
young to understand such issues. They do not even care for their lives or 
others‟ lives, as it has been reported widely in media over the years that 
not only most of the people who become militants in Kashmir, but stone-
pelters too are from lower socio-economic background. In current study 
on checking the father‟s occupation of the juvenile offender, following 
results were found: 
 

Table 1.4: Father’s occupation of juvenile offender 
S. No. Father’s occupation  Responses Percentage 

1 Business 58 29 

2 Daily Labour 68 34 

3 Government Employee 30 15 

4 Private Employee 12 6 

5 Others 32 16 

Total 200 100 
 

Table 1.4 clearly reveals that 34 percent of the juvenile stone pelters were 
sons of daily labourers while fathers of 29% were doing business, which 
included running tea stalls to small shops. 15 percent of juvenile 
offenders were sons of class IV or class III government employees while 
fathers of 6 percent were working as private sector employees. In 16% 
cases, fathers of juvenile offenders belonged to other category which 
included skilled labour like carpenter, mason and carpet or shawl 
weavers. The family per month income of the juvenile stone pelters is as 
follows: 

Table 1.5: Family income per month 
S. No Family income per month Responses Percentage 

1 Upto Rs 10000 82 41 

2 Rs 10000 to Rs 20000 62 31 

3 Rs 20000 to Rs 30000 30 15 

4 Above Rs 30000 26 13 

Total: 200 100 
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Table 1.5 points out that majority of the juvenile stone pelters are from 
poor families with 41 percent among them having monthly income of less 
than Rs 10000 while 31 percent were from Rs 10000 to Rs 20000 per month 
income group. 15 percent juveniles were from Rs 20000 to Rs 30000 per 
month income group while 13 percent had a family income of above Rs 
30000. The data clearly indicates that a majority of juvenile stone-pelters 
are from economically backward families. 
 

Table 1.6: Current occupation of Juvenile 
S. No Current occupation of juvenile Responses Percentage 

1 Student 106 53 

2 Labour 50 25 

3 Running family business 14 7 

4 Others 30 15 

Total: 200 100 
 

Table 1.6 shows that 53 percent of the juveniles, who were detained on 
stone pelting charges, are still studying while 25 percent had to leave 
studies and are engaged in labour jobs to earn for their families. 7 percent 
among them were engaged in running small family businesses while 15 
% were working as sales boys. 
 

Table 1.7: Educational status of juvenile 
S. No Educational status of juvenile Responses Percentage 

1 Illiterate 0 0 

2 Primary 38 19 

3 Middle 24 12 

4 10th 58 29 

5 12th 36 18 

6 12th& above 44 22 

Total 200 100 
 

The above table reveals that none of the juveniles apprehended by the 
police on stone pelting charges was illiterate as at least all of them had 
been to school. 19 percent of the juveniles had studied in school upto 
primary level while 12 percent continued till middle level. 29 percent 
among them had studied upto 10th class while 18 percent were either 
studying in 12th class or had studied upto 12th. 22 percent of the juveniles 
had completed their 12th and were in college as despite being detained for 
stone pelting charges, they had not discontinued their studies. 
 

Table 1.8: Type of school in which juvenile was studying/studied 
S. No Type of school in which juvenile was 

studying/studied 
Responses Percentage 

1 Government school 70 35 

2 Private school 130 65 

Total 200 100 
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Table 1.8 shows that 35 percent of the juveniles, who were detained by 
police on stone pelting charges, had either studied or were studying in 
government run schools while as 65 percent were students of private 
schools. 

Table 1.9: Reasons for leaving school (Yes/No as applicable) 
S. No. Reasons for leaving school Responses Percentage 

1 Didn‟t leave school  98 49 

2 Left education to earn for family 64 32 

3 Left education due to registration of FIR 38 19 

Total 200 100 
 

On being enquired about the reasons for leaving school after being 
apprehended by police on stone pelting charges, 44 percent of the 
respondents said they continued the studies even after the incident. 32 
percent of the respondents revealed that they had to discontinue studies 
after the incident and earn for their families. 18 percent of the 
respondents couldn‟t continue the studies as they said registration of FIR 
against them was the reason for leaving schools. They said that after 
being called time and again by police for enquiries even after their 
release, they lost interest in studies as they were told that neither they 
will be able to get any government job now nor they will be issued 
passports. 6 percent of respondents said they left studies due to peer-
group influence.  

 

Table 1.10: Type of Family 
S. No. Type of family living in Responses Percentage 

1 Nuclear family 148 74 

2 Joint family 52 26 

Total 200 100 

 
The above table reveals that 74 percent of juveniles detained by the police 
on the charges of stone-pelting were living in nuclear families while 26 
percent were from joint families. The figures reveal that there is higher 
family control in joint families as compare to nuclear ones. As in most of 
the families father leaves the home during the day for earning, the 
children take advantage of it and indulge in stone-pelting, while in joint 
families; either grandfather or other elders keep a watch on the activities 
of their kids. 
  

Table 1.11: History of involvement in stone pelting/militancy offence in family 
S. No. Any history of involvement in stone 

pelting/militancy offence in family  
Responses Percentage 

1 Yes 14 7 

2 No 186 93 

Total 200 100 
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The table 1.11 reveals that in 7 percent cases, one or multiple family 
members of the juvenile offender had a history of involvement in stone 
pelting or militancy cases. As primary influence on children is from the 
family, such juveniles were attracted towards stone pelting after seeing 
their elders indulging in similar activities. Thus it can be inferred that 
these juveniles had tactical support from their families to indulge in 
stone-pelting. 7 percent respondents (14 respondents out of 200), whose 
family members were involved in stone pelting /militancy offences when 
further, asked about the nature of their crime their elders were involved, 
gave responses which are in the table 1.11.1 
 

Table 1.11.1: Nature of Crime 
S. No. Nature of crime of family member of juvenile Responses Percentage 

1 Heinous 2 14.29 

2 Serious  10 71.43 

3 Petty 2 14.29 

Total 14 100 
 

The above table reveals that a majority of the family members of the 
juvenile offender, who had a crime history, had a case registered in 
serious offences like stone pelting while 14.29 percent were involved in 
heinous crimes like involvement in militant activities. 14.29 percent of 
these family members were involved in petty crimes which have less than 
three years imprisonment punishment, if proven guilty. 
 

Table 1.12: Nature of crime of juvenile offender 
S. No. Nature of crime of juvenile offender Responses Percentage 

1 Heinous 14 7 

2 Serious  142 71 

3 Petty 44 22 

Total 200 100 

In 7 percent cases, the juvenile offender had a case registered in heinous 
crime which includes section 302 (murder) of Indian Penal Code (IPC). 
Majority of the respondents were booked under serious offence category 
which includes section 307 (attempt to murder), section 146, 147, 148 of 
IPC (rioting, armed with deadly weapon) and section 336 of IPC (to 
endanger human life or the personal safety of others). 22 percent juvenile 
offenders had cases registered under petty crimes which include section 
147 and 336 of the IPC. 
 

Table 1.12: Political/militant affiliations of juvenile offender, if any 
S. No. Political  affiliations of juvenile offender Responses Percentage 

1 Separatist/Militants 70 35 

2 None  118 59 

3 Others 12 6 

Total 200 100 
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Table 1.12 clearly shows that 35 percent of juvenile stone pelters had 
either links with separatist leaders or militant organizations and were 
directly or indirectly taking orders from them for pelting stones on 
security forces. 59 percent of the respondents said that they were not 
affiliated with any political party of militant organizations and got 
involved into stone pelting on their own. However, 6 percent of the 
juveniles booked for stone pelting said that they were innocents and were 
implicated by the police in the case. 
On being asked further what motivated/forced them to indulge in stone-
pelting, the respondents gave answers as shown in Table 1.13. 
 

Table 1.13: Reasons for indulging into stone pelting 
S. No. Reasons for indulging into stone pelting Responses Percentage 

1 For “freedom” of Kashmir 62 31 

2 Anger against government/police 46 23 

3 Injustice 20 10 

4 Peer-group influence 28 14 

5 Entertainment/fun 12 6 

6 Other reasons 32 16 

Total 200 100 

 
The above table reveals that 31 percent of the juveniles involved in stone 
pelting cases believe that their actions will bring “freedom” to Kashmir 
from India. They said they were fighting for a “cause” and had no other 
alternative to struggle for their “rights.” 23 percent of the respondents 
said that they pelted stones as they were angry against the government of 
the day or police. The juveniles mainly do it as protest mark against the 
human rights violation. The juveniles do it just to oppose the 
government, not happy with the government. 10 percent believed that 
injustice with them was the reason for them to indulge in such activities. 
14 percent of the juveniles were attracted towards the stone-pelting due 
to peer-group influence while for 6 percent it was a source of 
entertainment or fun. 16 percent of the respondents either revealed that 
they were not at all involved in stone-pelting or they did so after killing 
of a militant or civilian by security forces in their area. 
An important and surprising finding that the researcher stumbled across 
during the fieldwork was that stone pelting started as a violent protest 
against repression and poor socio-political conditions in the Valley but, it 
has gradually turned to a social practice. It was found during the study 
that the act of stone pelting has slowly turned to a habit/ leisure act 
among many youths. Sometimes people pelt stones for fun too. It was 
further revealed that the youth now consider stone pelting not less than a 
leisure exercise in lieu of gossip and loitering around the markets. They 
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think they can have fun with the armed forces by provoking them via 
stone pelting. To them its taste is no less than a cricket match because, 
when a cop hurls a fire bottle at them, they hit it back either with a bat or 

a stick, giving them a lot of pleasure and fun. The above mixed answers 
reveal that there is no definite single reason for youngsters to indulge in 
stone-pelting in Kashmir.  
On being investigated further as how many times the juvenile offender 
pelted stones, the answers are tabulated below: 
 

Table 1.14: Number of times involved in stone-pelting 
S. No Number of times involved in stone-pelting  Responses Percentage 

1 Once 150 75 

2 Twice 22 11 

3 Thrice 6 3 

4 Frequently  10 5 

5 We were false implicated 12 6 

Total 200 100 

 

A majority of the juveniles offenders said that they pelted stones only 
once for varying reasons. 11 percent said that they pelted stones twice 
while 6 percent had indulged in the crime thrice. 5 percent among the 
juvenile offenders were habitual stone pelters and had been booked 
multiple times for the crime while 6 percent said that they were false 
implicated by the police in stone pelting. 
On being asked how many times they had been apprehended for stone-
pelting, the answers are given in table 1.15 
 

Table 1.15: Number of times apprehended in stone-pelting 

S. No. Number of times apprehended in stone-pelting  Responses Percentage 

1 Once 168 84 

2 Twice 18 9 

3 Thrice 12 6 

4 More than thrice 2 1 

Total 200 100 

 

A majority of the respondents 84 percent had been apprehended once for 
stone pelting charges while 9 percent of the juvenile offenders had been 
arrested twice for the crime. 6 percent of the juvenile offenders had been 
arrested three times for the crime while 1 percent respondents were 
arrested multiple times. 
On further investigations, it was revealed that in 52 percent of the cases, 
adults were also involved/ arrested in the same FIR as the juvenile. This 
reveals that juveniles indulge in stone pelting along with adults. In 48 
percent of the cases, the respondents said that there was no adult 
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involved or arrested in the same FIR as they were. The figures are 
tabulated below: 
  

Table 1.16: Any adult involved in the same FIR 
S. No. Involvement of any adult in the same FIR Responses Percentage 

1 Yes 104 52 

2 No 96 48 

Total 200 100 

 

On being asked where from the juvenile offenders were arrested by the 
police, the responses are given in table 1.17 
 

Table 1.17: Place of Arrest 
S. No. Place of Arrest Responses Percentage 

1 From home 110 55 

2 From stone pelting incident place 52 26 

3 From school/tuition center 8 4 

4 Other place 30 15 

Total 200 100 

 
A majority 55 percent of the juvenile offenders involved in stone pelting 
were apprehended from their homes by the police. Most of them said that 
police and security forces raided their houses during night and harassed 
the families before apprehending the juvenile. 26 percent of the 
respondents said that they were apprehended from the stone-pelting 
incident. However, some of them said that they were not involved in the 
stone pelting and were passing off through the area when 
police/paramilitary forces apprehended them. 8 percent of the 
respondents had been apprehended from schools or tuition centers while 
15 percent said they presented themselves to police after they were called 
for investigations.47 percent of juvenile offenders had been detained in 
police stations in contravention to Juvenile Justice Act under which such 
offenders have to be kept in observation homes. However, 44 percent 
respondents said that police shifted them to the observation home after 
keeping them in police custody for some time. 9 percent of the offenders 
were immediately shifted to observation home as per Juvenile Justice 
Law. The responses are tabulated below: 
 

Table 1.18: Place of detention 
S. No. Place of detention Responses Percentage 

1 Police station 94 47 

2 Observation Home 18 9 

3 Both 88 44 

Total 200 100 
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On being enquired further for how much time the juvenile was kept in 
custody, the responses are given in table 1.19 
 

Table 1.19: Average stay of juvenile in custody 
S. No. Average stay of juvenile in custody  Responses Percentage 

1 Less than a month 162 81 

2 More than a month 38 19 

Total 200 100 
 

A majority of the juveniles detained by the police on charges of stone 
pelting were released by the concerned courts on bail in less than a 
month‟s time. However 19 percent of the respondents said that they had 
to remain in custody for more than a month. These cases included the 
offenders who were involved in heinous crimes. 
 

Table 1.20: Any educational or vocational training in Observation Home 
S. No. Any educational or vocational training in 

Observation Home 
Responses Percentage 

1 Yes 62 31 

2 No 138 69 

Total 200 100 
 

31 percent of the respondents who were detained in observation homes 
said that they were imparted educational/vocational training during 
their detention. However, 69% of the respondents could not get such 
trainings as either they were detained in police stations or their stay at the 
observations home was short. A majority of the juveniles said that they 
had bad experience with police as they were beaten, humiliated or 
tortured during their detention. The responses are given in table 1.21 
 

Table 1.21: Behaviour of police with juvenile during detention 
S. No. Behaviour of police with juvenile during detention  Responses Percentage 

1 Good 10 5 

2 Bad 110 55 

3 Very bad 80 40 

Total 200 100 
 

A mere 5 percent of the respondents said that police behaved well with 
them during their detention while a huge majority had a bad experience 
with the police. While 55% of the respondents said that their experience 
with the police during their detention was bad, 40% said they had to face 
terrible time with the police.  
 
Conclusion: 
Juvenile  delinquency  being  it  is  common  in  world;  it  has  very  deep  
roots  in Kashmir also. The participation of the children in the 
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environment they belong and live in, are unavoidable.  The environment 
affects the development of children and they can‟t grow in isolation to the 
cultural, economical, social and political developments that happen 
around the children. With the introduction of violence  and  other  effects  
of  militancy  after  1989,  social  deviance  among  the Children and youth 
is on rise, observed never before. It is a matter of concern for a society and 
is becoming a menace. Juvenile delinquency is a type of antisocial 
behaviour by a juvenile who is under 18 years. It is a social problem that 
arises out of for a varied number of reasons. There are a number of 
reasons that impel  a  child  to  commit  a  crime  or  become  criminal  
minded. After the rise of insurgency and separatist movement in Kashmir 
conflict, the stone pelting incidents became prominent in Kashmir from 
the 2008 Kashmir protests in which the separatist movement had taken a 
new dimension from gun-fighting with armed forces to the pelting of 
stones on them. After the year 2008, stone pelting incidents in the valley 
were reported on regular basis in which large participation of youth and 
children were seen. In the present study it has been found that the socio-
economic condition of the juveniles was major reasons for their criminal 
background, Majority of the juveniles in the study were found to have 
come from a poor background.  This  could  be  an  indicator  that  
poverty  is  one  of  the causes  which  has  a  lot  of  implication  on  the  
behaviour  of  the  children. The findings that the researcher stumbled 
across during the fieldwork was that stone pelting started as a violent 
protest against repression and poor socio-political conditions in the 
Valley but, it has gradually turned to a social practice. It was found 
during the study that the act of stone pelting has slowly turned to a 
habit/ leisure act among many youths/children. Sometimes juveniles pelt 
stones for fun too. It was found that many juveniles now consider stone 
pelting not less than a leisure exercise in lieu of gossip and loitering 
around the markets. They think they can have fun with the armed forces 
by provoking them via stone pelting. To them its taste is no less than a 
cricket match because, when a cop hurls a fire bottle at them, they hit it 
back either with a bat or a stick, giving them a lot of pleasure and fun. 
Many of the Juveniles stated that  they had aggression  and  anger  
against  the  armed  forces  as  they  are  killing  Kashmiri people.. The 
juveniles also reported that their study has got disrupted and the reasons 
of disruption in their studies mentioned by the juveniles were detention 
and lack of economic resources. The stories of mistreatment by the police 
were common among the Juveniles, during the study; it was found that 
majority of the juveniles have bad experience with police. Juveniles were 
badly treated by the police after being caught.  The juveniles end up 
being lodged in police lock-ups which compounds the problem. If 
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children involved in stone pelting are locked in jails, there is every 
apprehension that some of them might become militants later. It is 
high time that we take steps to sensitize police officers, give them 
proper training and ensure that we deal with our children who are in 
conflict with law with due care and love. Delinquency in the broad 
sense has grasped the society firmly as criminal, or other antisocial 
activities are at great risk factors so prevention efforts need to be 
comprehensive in scope this may include activities such as family 
counselling, youth mentoring, parenting education and educational 
support. The stone pelting is too complex process, rather a psycho-social 
phenomenon, to understand. From expressing the sentiment, to vulgarity, 
deviance and fun, it is a multifaceted mob action that needs to be put in a 
proper framework to ponder over a changed but perilous mass psyche. 
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