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Abstract 
Women's education in India has also been a major preoccupation of both the government 
and civil society as educated women can play a very important role in the development of 
the country. The current status of higher education is characterized by low enrolment, 
poor completion rates, poor physical infrastructure, and high dropout rates among girls 
especially in rural areas. The institutions of higher education located in rural areas are 
lacking in the implementation of best practices in higher education and quality. J&K UT 
also has several renowned institutions of higher learning. There are some institutes 
providing higher education in the fields of arts, medicine, engineering and management. 
The state is marching ahead steadily on the path of modernization and prosperity. 
Despite that, J&K is still struggling to provide better higher education facilities and 
opportunities to female folk. Further, there is a rural and urban divide in access to 
education for women. In Jammu and Kashmir too, female literacy rate is quite low and 
stands at 58.01 percent. The rural female literacy rate in J&K is 53.36 percent to 70.19 
percent for urban females respectively.  It is in this context, the aim of this paper is to 
find out the status of women in higher education  in J&K and tries to find out the 
problems that the women is suffering with regard to higher education.  
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Introduction  
Women of India can be broadly divided into two classes against the 
backdrop of the development in a time frame continuum. The educated, 
elite and privileged minority can be seen as one class and the uneducated, 
deprived and underprivileged majority as the other. Though at two end 
of the spectrum there is the possibility of a meeting point for the two 
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classes in their unified pursuit for participative and distributive justice, 
where they can express their latent mind power in the opportunities they 
explore, the choices they make, the resources they create and in the 
freedom they seek. However, Kashmiri society has been predominately 
patriarchal in nature where all the power is vested in the hands of the 
male members of the society. In the traditional Kashmiri society women 
were generally subjected to discrimination, oppression and inequality. 
The role of Kashmiri women was confined to domestic works and they 
remained dependent on fathers, husband, sons or other male members of 
the families throughout their life. This dependence was so deep-rooted 
that even the personal matters of women in the family were decided by 
the eldest male members of the family. All important decision in the 
family including decision about children education, marriage, 
preparation of family budget etc. were taken by male members of the 
family. There was a complete domination of men over women’s life. 
Educational status of women in Jammu and Kashmir was also miserable 
and relatively depressing. People were highly traditional and the 
realization for the need of women’s education was totally lacking 
(Ahmed, 2016 T1) 
Historically, before 1860 formal schooling was unknown in the state of 
Jammu and Kashmir. Indigenous institutions were operated by Muslim 
maulvis and Hindu Pundits. These institutions were, generally, housed in 
mosques and temples. There were no regular schools. Regular schooling 
in the state began within the groups at the turn of the nineteenth century. 
Ranbir Singh (1857-1885) was the first Dogra ruler to take an interest in 
the education on modern lines. He established few regular schools (Om, 
1986).The first state school in Jammu and Kashmir was opened in Jammu 
in the early 1860s and another such school was opened in Srinagar in 
1874. However, the curriculum followed the traditional pattern and 
education was imparted in Persian and Sanskrit. The people in the state 
have been living under oppressive feudal regimes for centuries. Thus, the 
demand for education was inextricably tied up with the struggle against 
oppressive feudal policies by which the state was governed (Khan, 
2005).For the first time in 1881 Dr. Elmslie, a member of Christian 
missionary, made a stray attempt to start modern system of education in 
Kashmir and changed the medieval educational system. Due to the effort 
of Dr. Elmslie a government school was opened in Srinagar in 1886 where 
education was free and even books and scholarships were distributed 
among the students on the basis of merit (Kaul, 2002). Education in 
Jammu and Kashmir was designed according to the British education 
framework under the influences of colonization. A progress towards the 
western system of education underestimated the traditional religious 
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schools. In 1880 the first western and modern boy’s school i.e. Church 
Mission Society Boys School in Kashmir was established by Reverend J 
Hinton Knowles in the premises of Missionary Hospital in Srinagar 
which is presently known as Tyndale Biscoe School named after Cecil 
Earle Tyndale Biscoe a British missionary who turned into the school's 
principal in 1891. Biscoe is credited with establishing the modern 
education system in Jammu and Kashmir, on the line of modernization 
and dismissal of local traditions. 
According to 1901 census report, there was only one high school in 
Srinagar, 16 primary schools and 19 indigenous schools in the Kashmir 
valley. In 1892 the first high school in Srinagar came into existence when 
the Srinagar Middle school was elevated to the level of a high school and 
affiliated to the Punjab University. By the efforts of the Pundits the first 
college in Srinagar was established in 1905. Although it was open to both 
men and women, it remained predominantly a male institution. The 
college was affiliated to the Banaras Hindu University in July 1906. It was 
the only institution of higher education in Kashmir till the 1940s. 
Maharaja Pratap Singh in 1907 organised a conference to formulate a 
scheme for imparting education to his subjects. Again in 1909 Maharaja 
Pratap Singh stressed upon the need to draw up a scheme for making 
primary education free and compulsory all over the state. At that time 
Education Minister A. Mitra, a strong supporter of the scheme, however, 
stood against the introduction of any law of compulsion for many social 
and other reasons. But, the Maharaja Pratap Singh seriously reiterated 
about the scheme and gave order on 21 of Feb.1912 that “I do not agree to 
the postponement of compulsory education. Trial should be given to the 
scheme not only by introducing it in the whole state but multiplying the 
number of schools in the state (Kaul, 2002: 276-277). Between 1889 and 
1915 Jammu and Kashmir achieved much progress in education which is 
manifest from the fact that in 1889, there were only two high schools in 
the state one in Jammu and the other in Srinagar; eight village schools in 
which seven were in Jammu and one in Kashmir and a few Sanskrit 
schools, whereas, in 1915 the numbers of schools and colleges increased 
remarkably. There were 304 primary schools, thirty-two middle schools, 
nine high schools, one technical institute, one Normal school, two special 
schools, two degree colleges at Jammu and Srinagar, and 309 private 
indigenous schools (Om, 1986: 48). Numerous private institutions also 
started accepting financial aid from the government. It was Maharaja 
Hari Singh who embraced Compulsory Primary Education Regulation in 
1930 and made it applicable in Srinagar, Jammu and numerous different 
towns with quick impacts later on. In 1930, Amar Singh College was 
established as a technical institution and given the status of a degree 
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college in 1942. There appears to have been a general accord around this 
time that since Kashmir were skilled in the Arts, preparing them in Arts 
and Crafts as opposed to a general education would be more suitable for 
them (Khan, 2005). Various elementary schools were established and the 
status of numerous different schools was raised to Middle and High 
schools. Four government colleges and three oriental colleges were 
established in the state. Anyhow, in general, the spread of education was 
extremely poor. Only a section of people was involved in the teaching-
learning process (Kaul, 2002). (Ahmed, 2016 T1) 
 

Table 1: Ranking of States and Union Territories as per female literacy rate 
according to 2011 census 

Rank  State/ UT Female Literacy Rate 

1  Kerala 91.98 

2  Mizoram 89.40 

3  Lakshadweep  88.25 

4  Tripura  83.15 

5  Goa  81.84 

6  Andoman And Nicobar Island 81.84 

7  Chandigarh  81.38 

8  Puduchery  81.22 

9  Delhi  80.93 

10  Daman And Diu  79.59 

11  Nagaland  76.69 

12  Himachal Pradesh  76.60 

13  Sikkim  76.43 

14  Maharashtra  75.48 

15  Tamil Nadu  73.86 

16  Meghalaya  73.78 

17  Manipur  73.17 

18  Punjab  71.34 

19  West Bengal  71.16 

20  Gujarat  70.73 

21  Uttarakhand  70.70 

22  Karnataka  68.13 

23  Assam  67.27 

24  Haryana  66.77 

25  Dadra and Nager Haveli 65.93 

26  Orissa  64.36 

27  Chhattisgarh  60.59 

28  Madhya Pradesh  60.02 

29  Andra Pradesh  59.74 

30  Arunachal Pradesh  59.57 

31  Utter Pradesh  59.26 
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32  Jammu and Kashmir 56.43 

33  Jharkhand  56.21 

34  Bihar  53.33 

35  Rajasthan  52.66 

Source: Census of India, 2011 
 
The data clearly shows in the above table that Jammu and Kashmir 
ranked 32 in female literacy rate, as having only 56.43 percent literacy 
among women. So it is evident that Jammu and Kashmir is one of the 
educationally backward regions of India.   
 The first effort to educate women in Jammu and Kashmir came from the 
missionaries. Christian missionaries opened the first girls’ high school in 
1894. Initially, there was a strong opposition to this school as it aroused 
suspicion in the minds of people who were conservative in their outlook. 
But after sometime people began to send their children to this school 
(Khan, 2005).The purpose of Christian Missionary society to educate 
Kashmiri girls on a mass scale could not be fulfilled due to the inherent 
defects and shortcoming in the Christian Missionary system and also 
because it was the primary responsibility of the state government to 
educate the subjects belonging to either sex (Bazaz, 1959). Keeping into 
consideration the individuals' mentality and the mode of their reasoning, 
the State Council initiated an extremely wary approach and did not made 
any rapid stride towards the opening up of schools for the instruction of 
girls. However, the state council supported private endeavors. In 1904 for 
the first time the State Council gave funds for the establishment of two 
girls' schools at Srinagar, one for Hindu girls and the other for Muslim 
girls, which were to be overseen by separate committees of the leading 
men of the two groups (Hindus and Muslims) under the direction of State 
educational authority. It was in 1912 that opportunity for secondary 
education was made available for women. A couple of the primary 
schools were raised to the secondary level. There was increase in the 
number of schools to twelve which were further expanded from twelve to 
sixteen in 1914. The curriculum in these schools were practically 
restricted to reading of literary and religious books, composition, 
mathematics, needle and other minor family unit work. During this 
period the State committee's drive was restricted. As a result female 
education still stayed a long away from level of satisfaction (Khursheed, 
2013). 
By the year 1918, women education had shown some progress. There 
were approximately 100 girls studying in Christian missionaries’ school. 
The state government constituted a committee consisting of some 
prominent officials and educationists to look into the feasibility of setting 
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up girl’s school. On the basis of the recommendation of this committee 
the first school exclusively for Hindu girls was opened where medium of 
instruction was Hindi. In the course of time, another school exclusively 
for Muslim girls was established. A committee of leading Muslims was 
given the responsibility to run it. In 1926, Women’s Welfare Trust came 
into existence, with prominent citizens as its trustees and members. The 
trust established a primary school in 1929 which was exclusively for 
Muslims girls under a male teacher. Within a period of four years the 
Trust was running ten schools with an enrolment of 575 girls. Under the 
chairmanship of G. K. Saiyidain the Education Reorganization Committee 
(1938-39) was set up in pre-independence India which made important 
recommendations regarding basic education under the Wardha Scheme. 
With regards to girls’ education, the committee recommended the 
opening up of more primary and middle schools, an increase in 
scholarships and distribution of free books as incentives. Other 
recommendations included the appointment of two woman inspectors 
one for each region, reorganization of the curriculum for girls and 
provision of accommodation for women teachers. By the year 1925, there 
were 36 middle schools for boys with an enrolment of 8169 students and 
six middle schools for girls with an enrolment of 1019. The number of 
primary schools for girls stood at 34 with an enrolment of 1945 (Khan, 
2005). After the partition of India, the National Conference formed the 
first elected government in the State of Jammu and Kashmir and Drafted 
the future constitution of “Naya Kashmir” in which education in the State 
of Jammu and Kashmir was a major and important demand. The Draft 
provides special arrangements for women’s education in accordance with 
the provision of the Women’s Charter.  
The number of schools for girls in the early decade of twentieth century 
saw an increase and the enrolment of girls in these schools also increased. 
But majority of these girls could not avail the opportunity of college 
education mainly due to the absence of women’s higher educational 
institutions. In 1950, the Women’s College was established when Sheikh 
Abdullah was the prime minister of Jammu and Kashmir. The 
establishment of the women’s college is a major milestone in the history 
of women education in Kashmir. By the year 1950, the number of girl’s 
educational institutions in the state had risen to 253 and enrolment was 
around 15575. Some other important institutions were established in 1959 
like Kashmir Medical College which trained women and changed social 
perceptions about women and their presence in the public sphere. In 1960 
the Regional Engineering College was established in Srinagar and in 1961 
the NawaKadal College for women was established. Due to its location in 
a Muslim majority area, it has always had a higher ratio of Muslims. 
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From 1950 onwards the number of women students has been steady by 
increasing at all levels. By 1970s the state had seven degree colleges with 
7465 girls on the rolls. The establishment of the Government Colleges for 
women was a great boost to higher education amongst women (Khan, 
2005).  
 
Methodology  
In general the methods and techniques of a particular study are 
determined by the nature of the problem. The present study was 
conducted in southern region of Kashmir division which includes 
Anantnag, Kulgam, Shopian, and Pulwama were chosen wherefrom from 
a sample of 200 respondents belonging to weaker and underprivileged 
sections of society with diversified socio-cultural, occupational, 
educational and geographical settings was selected through purposive 
random sampling method. The rationale behind choosing these areas as 
the universe of the study were low enrolment ration and high dropout 
rates among girls.   In order to collect the information both primary and 
secondary sources of data has been used respectively. Primary source of 
data had been obtained from Interview Schedule, complimented with 
Observation. The analysis of data resulted in generation of different 
themes that described the participants’ experiences about education of 
girls. Moreover in order to maintain privacy, every participant was 
assigned a number and names were not disclosed.  

 
Table 2: Distribution of Sample 

S. No. District No. of Participants 

01 Anantnag 50 

02 Kulgam, 50 

03 Pulwama 50 

04 Shopian 50 

05 Total 200 

 
Jammu and Kashmir has bagged the unenviable distinction of having one 
of the high dropout rates in secondary education as compared to other 
states and union territories. The statistics showed that the dropout rate in 
the year 2016-17 was 13.9 of elementary and 25.5 in the secondary level in 
Jammu and Kashmir.  Between the years 2017-19, the dropout rate of girl 
students was 1.6 in elementary and 2.5 in secondary level, and 6.9 and 
17.7 at an elementary and secondary level between the years 2018-19. The 
figures also revealed the dropout in the year 2019-2020 had jumped to 3.7 
in the elementary level and 16.6 in the secondary level in the union 
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territory of Jammu and Kashmir. The number of dropouts is higher than 
national dropout rate in the secondary stage. 
Further, according to the official data presented at the 40th Project 
Approval Board (PAB) of the RMSA (Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha 
Abhiyan), out of 22 districts in J&K, the dropout rate in 12 districts is 
higher than the UT level dropout rate. In comparison to Jammu region, 
districts in Kashmir are having higher dropout rates in secondary 
educational institutions. Districts having very high dropout rate are 
Kulgam 41.62 percent, Islamabad (Anantnag) 41.33 percent, Budgam 
40.90 percent, Ganderbal 38.51 percent and Baramulla 37.09 percent and 
among the dropout major portion is female. Moreover, according to a 
report published by the Sunday guardian live in many cases it has been 
found that parental intervention is stopping girls from going to schools 
and colleges, especially in South Kashmir. In some cases it has been found 
that girls in Shopian and Pulwama discontinued schools and colleges 
after some of their family members were hit by pellets and worried 
parents were not allowing the girl students to attend educational 
institutions. Besides, the poverty, family burden, poor infrastructural 
facilities, lack of monetary support, apathy towards education and socio-
cultural barriers also hinder the growth of women in higher educational 
institutions. In addition the failure of the government to revamp the 
traditional educational module at secondary and higher education level is 
also the root cause of higher number of dropouts in secondary education. 
Therefore, the Education Department is looking for ways and means to 
motivate girl students to resume school/college, especially girl students 
in South Kashmir. 
 
 Objectives 

 To understand and explore the status of women in higher 
education in selected districts of Jammu and Kashmir and 

 to explore barriers and constraints to women’s higher education in 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

 
Findings and discussion 
Women with varied social, economic, political, regional, linguistic 
background and milieu constitute about half the world’s population and 
Education is a primary and powerful tool for a woman to develop her 
ability and play her role in the family, society and the nation in a 
meaningful manner. But education of women did not gain prominence 
for a long time. Women in general are subject to discrimination in the 
provision of educational facilities (Taylor, 2003, 13). A serious problem in 
the higher education system is a very high degree of inequity-between 
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different social groups, between men and women, between rural and 
urban areas, and between the rich and the poor. The recent incident of 
eve-teasing in one of the higher level educational Universities in India, 
exemplify the prevalent feeling of gender difference even at the higher 
level of educational set-ups. The women students at educational 
institutions encounter the discouraging phenomenon which causes them 
to remain at the backstage in higher education (Naseem & Arif, 2017, 9). 
Key themes emerged from the data collected are listed in the table given 
below:  
 
Table 3: Reasons for lack of women’s participation in higher education 

S. No. Reasons  Frequency Percentage 

1 Socio-Cultural factors 30 6.65 

2 Poor economic condition 70 15.52 

3 Involvement in Domestic Work 65 14.41 

4 Parental illiteracy 41 9.09 

5 Non-availability of educational 
institutes within locality/ Long 
distance between educational 
institutes and home 

37 8.20 

6 Family’s opposition towards 
women’s education 

27 5.99 

7 Conflict  35 7.78 

8 Early Marriage 45 9.98 

9 Lack of proper facilities  50 11.08 

10 Lack of transportations 51 11.30 

 
Socio-Cultural factors  
In our society there are many customs and cultural practices which 
hinder the higher education of girls. It was observed that culturally there 
is disparity of education among two genders especially in higher 
education. Undoubtedly women education is enhancing with high pace, 
still there is a wide gap in the literacy level among males and females. 
Education of boys is still given more preference than that of girls 
especially in rural areas. Girls are not allowed too much to go for higher 
studies. In some culturally conservative societies, where the educational 
institutions are located far from the residential areas, the girls are forced 
to quit from education. In the field of sports and games, girls are least 
preferred. However,  urban areas have witnessed a lot of change in terms 
of education of girls and women in the past few years, in rural areas the 
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parents still prefer girls to stay at home till they go to their 'own homes' 
after their marriage. 

 

Table 4: Literacy rate in J&K (sex-wise from 1951-2011) 

Year Persons Male Female Male-Female Gap 

1951 N.A N.A N.A N.A 

1961 12.71 19.75 5.05 14.70 

1971 21.71 31.01 10.94 20.07 

1981 30.64 41.46 18.64 22.73 

1991 N.A N.A N.A N.A 

2001 54.46 65.75 41.82 23.93 

2011 68.74 76.75 56.43 20.32 

Source: Census of India 
 
The improvement in the statistics reflect the seriousness of the Jammu & 
Kashmir Government towards the development of women in UT, 
however, the fact remains that despite the progress made, the female 
literacy has remained very low in the UT as compared to men.  Various 
factors like peculiar topography of Jammu and Kashmir, the sparse 
network of schools especially in rural areas, the majority of population 
living in far flung and inaccessible areas, lack of easy access to 
institutions, lack of infrastructure, weather vagaries, conflict situations 
and so on create hindrance in achieving the desired goal of 
universalization of literacy in the UT. 
 
Poverty 
Poverty is one of the main factors of lower enrolment of girls in 
educational institutes especially in rural areas. Even sometimes it is seen 
that normal higher education expenses cannot be afforded by some of the 
families coming under lower middle class tag. Mere growth of economy 
cannot bring social justice and balanced development unless it is coupled 
with poverty alleviation and employment generating opportunities for 
deprived and marginalized sections of the society. The survey conducted 
by the State during 2007-08 put the BPL population at 21.63 percent. 
Hundreds of girls in rural areas are not able to attend schools because 
their families are not able to provide money for the education. Moreover, 
the rate of illiteracy is closely linked to poverty. Due to the poverty or low 
family income, if parents are not in a position to send both boys and girls 
to school, they usually send boys to schools and retain girls at home to do 
house-hold work (Virender, 2012). In poor families generally, there are 
many children. According to the priority list of parents, girls’ education is 



Journal of Society in Kashmir 2021 

 

Page | 146  

not compulsory and boys get a high chance of receiving education (Bose, 
2000). Moreover, the persistent poverty has adverse impacts on family 
decision-making and may result in daughters being viewed as an 
economic burden. Due to inflation, to feed everyone in the family 
becomes very difficult for them, so they prefer to dispatch the daughters 
as early as possible to some other families through marriage. For poor 
parents marriage becomes the best way to safeguard their daughters’ 
futures and lighten their economic burden. 

 
Parental illiteracy  
It was also observed that the high level of parental illiteracy among also 
constraints the education of girl children. Lack of parental support and 
poor learning environment at home makes learning for them very 
difficult. The present education system does not fit their needs, which 
lead to stagnation and wastage among them (J & K SRC Report 2009).  
Therefore, Parental illiteracy was also found to be significantly related to 
educational backwardness of women. Illiterate parents could not 
understand the importance of girls’ education and engaged their 
daughters in household activities because of their belief that girls are 
meant for these works only. Parental illiteracy, lack of parental support 
and poor learning environment at home makes learning very difficult for 
these girls. 

 
Early Marriage 
During the discussion it came to the fore that child marriage is still 
prevalent among some sections of our society and it affect the education 
of girls to a great extent. Dabla also highlighted many girls in many 
districts of J&K still get married at an early age, which affect their 
education to a great extent (Dabla, 2007). Therefore, early marriage 
appears as another key factor which lead to high drop-out of girls from 
school. Many bright female students have to sacrifice their academic life 
and ambitions due to traditional social norms which propagate and 
justify early marriages. Poor socio-economic condition of the parents not 
only force them to suppress their daughters’ education but also compels 
them to get rid of the extra economic burden in the form of daughters 
through early marriage. however, for some participants the urgency to 
get them married off was not merely because they were treated as a 
burden by their parents but also because of the tradition of early marriage 
in their locality which their parents were bound to follow due to their 
illiteracy and ignorance. 
 
Location of educational institutes  



Journal of Society in Kashmir 2021 

 

Page | 147  

The far away location of higher secondary institutes from the locality 
restraint girls to acquire higher education, as being females, were not 
allowed to join colleges at far off places especially in rural areas for 
security and safety reasons. Number of participants stated that they 
discontinue their studies after 10th class due to long distance of higher 
educational institutes form their respective homes. Further participants 
revealed that the schools and colleges within walkable distance or closer 
to the place of residence are not available. So the parents were unwilling 
to send them to colleges which were far off due to the lack of 
transportation and feeling of insecurity. This problem was more serious 
for those women who belonged to hilly areas. Therefore, being extra and 
over conscious about the safety of their daughters, parents did not allow 
their daughters to continue their educational pursuit despite their interest 
and desire for their daughters’ education. 
 
Transport facility 
 One of the barriers for girl education may be the location of educational 
institutes which are far away from their homes, particularly in rural 
areas. Lack of adequate transport system also hinders the growth of girl’s 
education. Due to lack of transport facilities girls are not able to attend 
the colleges and the resultant would be dropout from the colleges.  It will 
be more convenient for them if colleges provide buses to take 
responsibility for pick and drop facility for the girl students especially in 
rural and far-flung areas.  

 
Lack of Female teachers  
Lack of female teachers in higher educational institutes is the reason for 
the lack of higher education among girls.  They are more comfortable and 
more vocal with female, thus actively focusing and participating in the 
learning processes. In rural areas also, parents are interested in sending 
their girl children to school if female teachers are present. If qualified 
female teachers are teaching in the school they feel more secured towards 
their girl children. They may be hesitating to send their girl children in 
male environment based school (Ahmad Gul and Khan, 2013). 
 
Molestation/abuse in and outside educational institutes  
Most of the parents feel in secured towards their girl children as instances 
of abduction, rape, sexual harassment and molestation of girl dampens 
the enthusiasm of parents and girl students in pursuing their education 
beyond a certain age. The rising cases of violence against girls students in 
Kashmir has negatively impact the education of girls as parents feel 
insecure to send their daughters to colleges which are far away from  
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their homes. There are instances where female students were thrown 
acids on their faces which create fear not only among parents but also 
among females students as well.  
 
Conflict and feeling of insecurity  
The ongoing conflict In J&K has severely affected the education of girls. 
The girls have become orphans and there is no source of sustenance in 
their families. This has also prevented them from seeking education. As 
the economy of rural Jammu and Kashmir has met with severe set-back 
during past years, parents are not in a position to educate their girl 
children. If they have to make a choice between educating a male child 
and a female, they prefer the former. Although situation is improving in 
Jammu and Kashmir, yet the prolonged violence has prevented the girls 
from going to schools and colleges, as their parents are worried about the 
physical security of the girls. All this leads to the feeling of insecurity 
which hampers girl’s aspirations to pursue higher education. In such an 
insecure atmosphere it is the women who are to be confined within the 
four walls of the house. The participants also reported that in the case of 
any news related to encounter, even if a minor one, from any part of our 
areas, they were asked not to attend colleges. Moreover, due to curfews 
and strikes further aggrieved the situation for girl students to attend 
colleges especially in south Kashmir.   
 
Domestic Work and Agricultural Activities 
Gender differential exists both in rural and urban areas, but it is high in 
rural areas. This can be attributed to a number of factors like Social 
dogmas, engagement of girl child in agricultural and other domestic 
activities etc. It was observed large number of participants revealed that 
another important factor which works as an obstacle in the way of 
women’s education is domestic work and involvement in agricultural 
activities. As most of the parents of participant were either illiterates or 
had no regular source of income. So they depend largely on agricultural 
activities or work as labour and daily wager to earn their living. And, the 
girls along with their mothers were engaged in household activities such 
as cooking food, collecting fire wood and fetching water from far off 
places. Besides, collecting fodder for cattle, looking after them and taking 
food for family members to agricultural field regularly are also women’s 
responsibilities. Subsequently, some of them could not join the school at 
all and some drop out from the educational institutes due to heavy 
burden of house and agricultural work. 
 
Lack of proper Facilities 
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Lack of proper facilities was found as one of the major hurdles in meeting 
the educational needs of women. The problem of poor access to schools 
and colleges was found to be the biggest problem as stated by the 
majority of the participants. Further, they could not find proper 
infrastructural facilities in the schools like building with a boundary wall; 
basic amenities like drinking water and separate toilets for girls, libraries, 
and hostel facilities. Except a few, most of them could not avail 
educational opportunities due to lack of hostel arrangement for girls. 
Moreover, many parents do not want to send their daughters to co-
educational schools especially at higher level. Furthermore, there are 
other issues like lack of accountability/ Teacher absenteeism, paucity of 
Women Teachers and deterioration in the quality of instructors and 
instruction which are still creating hurdles in education of girls especially 
in rural areas. 
 
Conclusion  
Education is a key indicator of socio-economic development. It also 
increases the knowledge and vision of a person. Equally, it is considered 
as an essential element in bringing change in social, political, economic 
fields in a society. Despite considerable progress, sharp disparities 
continue to exist between male and female literacy levels in our society. 
The inferences drawn from the above discussion clearly indicate that the 
educational system and developmental plans in the J&K have definitely 
been showing the presence of exclusionary processes, particularly in rural 
areas and especially for women in weaker sections of UT. It has emerged 
from the study that factors behind educational deprivation of women do 
not work in isolation, rather there are multiple causes —cultural, social, 
psychological and political determinants. Moreover the findings of the 
present study makes it evident that the causes of non-enrolment in 
colleges as well as dropping out early from the system of education are 
largely rooted in the local traditional and customary practices pertaining 
to gender roles, socio-cultural norms, economy, lack of proper 
infrastructure and feeling of insecurity. For addressing these issues, a 
significant rethinking of educational policy and clear public 
understanding of the abysmal extent of social, economic and educational 
status of women is required urgently. Moreover, there is urgent need to 
strengthen the public education system to improve quality of education 
especially in rural areas. In addition to legal, policy and institutional 
frameworks, civil society and NGOs should also come forward. Illiteracy, 
low levels of education and socio-economic marginalization are serious 
impediments to women’s higher education that are required to be 
addressed in every context. 
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