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Abstract 
Partition was one the most catastrophic and cataclysmic events in the history of South 
Asia. Partitions throughout the world gave serious jolt to the societies with the millions 
of people getting killed, displaced and it largely affected the hitherto existing social fabric 
of the societies. India also underwent the same experience as it was partitioned into two 
nation-states India and Pakistan. The understanding of Partition from perspective of the 
nationalist discourse is popular in many writings on Partition. But looking at Partition 
from the perspective of common masses gives a human dimension to the history of 
Partition. By looking at the gendered dimension of Partition the paper tries to highlight 
how the memory of Partition exists in the popular discourse particularly in the writings 
on Partition both fictional and non-fictional. The paper also brings out the victimization 
of women of during Partition and the role of their agency in rebuilding their lives post- 
Partition. It argues that Partition is still a living reality in the lives of women and it has 
altered the social fabric of country. The women had to face the brunt of cultural and 
national burden and their journey in the course of the Partition catastrophe has been 
multilayered and multifaced. 
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Introduction 
Women have been the victims of conflict worldwide and particularly they 
are the major victims of conflict situations. The honour of the community 
is usually attached to the women and as a result they have to bear the 
double brunt of violence and outrage in the conflicting times. Partition 
has been such an event in the history of South Asia where violence was at 
its peak. In the sub-continent, the Partition was announced and within 
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months of the announcement the Partition was formulated and passed. 
The events unfolded in such a hurry that the future of the territories and 
smooth passage of people inhabiting those territories was not taken into 
consideration. As a result of which it left a trail of unimaginable 
destruction with at least one million dead and ten million getting 
displaced. The figures of loss of life, honour, especially for women, 
livelihood and home were perhaps unparalleled in history (Bianchini Et 
al, 2005). The understanding of Partition is incomplete without the 
understanding of gendered aspect of Partition. The gendered narrative of 
Partition gives unique dimension to the phenomenon of Partition. The 
atrocities faced by women in conflict situation are manyfold since they 
not only got affected in the turmoil but the onus of rebuilding the families 
after such traumatic event was also on them. The violation of sexuality of 
women in the name of the honour of the community during the Partition 
disaster and the choices which they had in order to choose for their 
existence in terms of their identification with the respective nation-states 
have been looked at in the present study. Women in particular 
experienced the phenomenon of Partition in a very idiosyncratic way and 
in different parts of the country they confronted different trajectories of 
problems and issues. During the partition, pre-partition and post-
partition times the existential experience of women has been of trauma, 
tragedy and humiliation. Women were forced to leave their families, got 
raped, lost their husbands and saw their children and families die in front 
of them. But simultaneously there are stories of women overcoming the 
trauma and achieving triumph wherein they stood as bread-winners for 
their families and built up their families post-partition. So, the women‟s 
agency during Partition has a unique social world and their memories 
have been depicted through the various writings focusing on women‟s 
agency during Partition. Since, memory of any phenomenon signifies the 
way in which that particular phenomenon has been understood by the 
people so it is significant to look at the memory of Partition which is 
pertinent for the broader understanding of the phenomena of Partition. 
As Halbwach argues that personalized aspect of memory of every 
individual is unique and different from others, due to very social fact that 
each individual is positioned in many social groups for instance in 
relation to gender, caste, kinship and the like (Radstone Et al., 2003). 
Keeping this idea in backdrop the paper looks at the fictional and 
nonfictional writings on Partition keeping women at the centre of 
discourse around Partition. The memory of Partition is quintessential to 
understand the plight of women during those times and their course of 
life thereafter. Memory is a significant sociologically not only to unearth 
the realities of a historical event but also to give voice to the voiceless in 
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the larger narrative around the event. In the words of Connerton (1996) 
memory is often linked to the understanding of the past and the 
experience of the present is largely dependent upon the understanding of 
the past. The way we experience our present world in a context is 
causally connected with the past events and objects which are not being 
experienced when we are experiencing the present. Further, we will 
experience our present differently in accordance with the different pasts 
to which we are able to connect in the present. Hence, it is difficult to 
extract past from the present not simply because present factors tend to 
influence but also the past factors tend to influence or distort the 
experience of the present. Memory is considered the thread binding and 
helping to understand the present and past and how people are influence 
and directed by both the memories of past and present. 
 
Memory and Literature – Locating women in Fictional Writings of 
Partition 
Fictional writings on Partition have been a great source of gaining 
insights into the event and how the event shaped the lives of people and 
their memories associated with the event in general. The role of literary 
fiction has been highlighted by Coser (cited in Lewis Et al., 2008), wherein 
he demonstrates the relationship between sociology and literature in his 
work through eclectic collection of literary fiction. He argues that, writers 
of fiction have provided their readers with an immense variety of richly 
textured commentaries on man‟s life in society, on his involvement with 
his fellow-men to the extent that literature can constitute a key form of 
social evidence and testimony. The role of memory in Partition 
experience is indeed crucial in the words of Pradip Kumar Bose as he 
argues that, „Memory begins where history ends‟ (as cited in Samaddar 
1997). Memory, and especially collective memory, needs material 
supports to endure, such as monuments, movies, music, but also books 
and especially stories to allude to or recount historical events. Literature 
is one of the numerous possible supports for memory and helps to 
expand in time and space. Literature is also the site for communication 
and sharing, for a literary work is always meant to be read. Literature, is 
an eternal sight of memory that preserves the memory of the past, 
passing it down to from generation to generation to readers who have not 
themselves experienced the events. Hence, in case of an event like 
Partition it keeps the memory of those times alive. 
Amrita Pritam‟s (2009) novel “Pinjar” is a work which brings to forth the 
plight of women during Partition, how they got severely affected as a 
result of this catastrophic event. The story depicts the situation in Punjab 
and the life of a girl named Puro who is very joyful and of innocent 
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nature loved by her family. The tragic turn in her life takes place when 
she is kidnapped by a Muslim man Rashida whose family was under 
debt by Puro‟s family of sahukars and her family had exploited the 
Sheikh cultivators sometime back. So, to seek the revenge Rashida to 
settle scores with her family kidnaps Puro. The family of Puro was not 
willing to lodge a complaint of her abduction as they were of the opinion 
that if someone gets to know about this no one would marry her. The 
kidnapping of Puro was representative of many of the kidnappings cases 
which took place during the time of Partition. 
In the later  part of the novel Puro somehow manages to escape from 
clutches of Rashida and returns back home but her parents do not accept 
her and tell her that she has died for them and instruct her to go back 
from where she had come. The social world of Puro was demolished in 
that fraction of seconds as her parents even did not even listen to the fact 
that nothing had happened to her and she was not sexually violated after 
abduction. In order to avoid the cruelty her family could face from the 
Sheikhs as they were the part of dominant Muslim village her family 
refused to accept her. She returned back to Rashida just as a skeleton 
(pinjar) with nothing left in her life. The women had no voice for them to 
express themselves and the Partition made the things worse. Their 
pathetic condition can be judged from the fact that even the parents 
turned a blind eye and a deaf ear towards the happenings she had to go 
through. The female existence and their identity was just associated with 
their body and if any physical and sexual assault had happened to her 
she was no more considered the member of her family. The tragedy 
meted out to women was really extreme and being woman was depicted 
as a curse since women were abducted, raped and killed by the men of 
other religious community to attack the honour of the family. Even 
women who were considered mad and mentally retarded women were 
also not spared they were also the targets of sexual violence by men. In 
addition the novel also narrates the cases of looting of property and 
Hindus were captured by Muslims in the Punjab part of Pakistan and 
their property and clothes were also looted. The gender inequality 
prevalent at that point of time can be envisaged by the instances in the 
novel which clearly mention that after Puro‟s kidnapping and her return, 
her mother played no role to in keeping her back to home and she just 
listens and follows the dictates of Poru‟s father who decides that she 
should go back to Rashida‟s custody. The novel also brings out the Hindu 
–Muslim unity even in case of Rashida and Poru. Rashida was in love 
with Puro and when Puro asks for his help to find Lajjo (sister of the man 
whom Puro was supposed to get married before her abduction) he helps 
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her and rescues Lajjo (a Hindu girl) from the house where she was kept 
secretly (Ibid.). 
The tragedy of women during the communal riots that broke out during 
Partition has been talked about  by Bhisham Sahni (1973) in “Tamas” in 
which talks about the riots taking place in the  Lahore and Karachi (parts 
of present Pakistan) prior to the partition of India. It is the personal 
account of the bloody legacy of the Partition. The work elucidates the 
communal tension started developing among communities due to the 
incidents which took place, radicalization started building with certain 
Hindu groups killing old Muslim men as they started identifying Muslim 
community as their enemy. Parallely the Hindu organizations like Arya 
veer started mobilising the young people and training them for protection 
and fighting against Muslims. Simultaneously, there are instances of 
elderly people having strong inter-community ties and friendly 
relationships. The neighborhood consisting of both the communities and 
they offered a great support to each other and were ready to stand for 
each other‟s cause. They were helping each other to fight the communal 
upsurge which was starting to build up. Sikh women tried protecting 
Muslim master (teacher) in Lahore against the Sikh and Hindu attackers. 
Even Muslim neighbors promised and extended their support towards 
Hindus and at the same time they knew that these tensions were 
generated by some manipulative political people and not by the ordinary 
masses. But slowly people of Hindu families who lived in Muslim 
dominated areas started moving towards their Hindu relative‟s homes 
and those Muslims who stood by the Hindus were looked down upon by 
other Muslims. This led to a rift among them also as they saw other 
Muslims being killed at different places. The passage of people who left 
their homes was indeed a very daunting and full of remorse. Their 
survival was at stake as their women were pregnant, old ladies and they 
had to travel on foot. Even some of the ladies who were old enough to 
walk were carried on their back by their husbands and children. People in 
minority areas particularly Sikhs had occupations running in Rawalpindi 
and Lahore so they were reluctant to move out from these areas. Some of 
them dug the ground and kept their money and jewellery safe there as 
they still had the hope that they were not going forever and they would 
come back and would take their money and jewellery from there. On 
their way back men decided that if they would be attacked by someone 
they would kill their women first and then kill themselves. They decided 
that in no case they will let their women fall into the hands of rioters. 
Muslims looted and destroyed the property of Hindus and so did the 
Hindus of the Muslims. The Sikhs looted and destroyed the Muslims and 
Muslims killed and looted the Sikhs (Sahni, 1973).  Dividing and quitting 
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was the policy adopted by the Britishers and the problems of conflict, 
violence, riots were not controlled by them despite the fact that army, 
police and other forces were still under their control. The common masses 
did not themselves initiate the bloodshed and a killing on their own. It 
was these groups who triggered the feeling of hatred against each other. 
The tragedy of Sikh females is talked about in the novel as it explains case 
of the village Syedpur where the Sikh females jumped into the well and 
committed suicide to protect themselves from being raped by the rioters. 
They also pushed their children into the wells with their own hands 
because they couldnot see the enemy killing them in front of their eyes.  
In „Madness and Partition: The Short stories of Saadat Hasan Manto‟ 
Stephen Alter (1994) focuses specifically on  Manto‟s short stories brings 
about the sense of despair and dislocation brought about by the Partition 
of India and Pakistan. In the short-story “Loosen Up” (Khol do) Manto 
explains the hypocrisy of men and their attitude towards women. This 
story talks about the old man, Sirajudin, whose daughter Sakeena 
disappears from a train carrying refugees from India to Pakistan. The old 
man is unable to trace his missing daughter and seeks help from a group 
of young Muslim men. They promise to find the girl and bring her back 
to her father. After searching and risking their lives they find the girl, but 
instead returning her safely to her father, they rape her repeatedly until 
she became unconscious. Manto shows this hypocritical behaviour of 
men in those times when they pretend to act out of sense of honour and 
piety but are reduced to bestiality and violence. The time of tumultuous 
crisis like Partition brings about the true innate side of the human nature 
which is full of sexual disdain and violence. 
Gulzar‟s (2017) in “Foot Prints on Zero Line” through the medium of 
poem titled „Two Sisters‟ shows the story of two sisters who were 
rendered homeless by Partition and both get raped. One of them gets 
pregnant and she still carries the scars of that man by cursing herself 
when she continuously looks at her swollen belly. Even after the birth of 
the child she always gives a harsh look to him and there is always a fear 
stricken whenever she looks into the eyes of that boy. When the boy 
grows little young her motherly  feeling couldnot resist the feeling of 
killing her child as he was a constant reminder of the sexual humiliation 
and torture she had gone through the hands of the man who she gave 
birth to. So, finally she kills the child by throwing him into the well and 
puts an end to her torture. 
The silences associated with the women narratives have been the 
dominant part of the writings on Partition. The need to uncover these 
silences is important to highlight the women voice in the narratives. 
These silences have been understood by „A will to say or unsay‟ in which 
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Parvinder Mehta  focuses on the works on Rajendar Bedi‟s Lajwanti, 
Shauna Singh Baldwin‟s „What the body remembers‟ and Sabiha Sumar‟s 
„Khamosh Pani‟.Through these stories the notion of subalternity 
connected with women voices have been brought to light. The silence 
associated with women‟s voice is uncovered in „Khamosh Pani‟ through 
Ayesha who is originally a Sikh woman named Veero and gets married 
with the man who abducted and raped her and converts   her to Islam 
and takes her to Pakistan. When she is found by her brother Jaswant he 
seeks her recovery back to home in order to meet his dying father. She 
refuses to go back stating that he wanted to kill her at the time of 
Partition like the other family women who jumped to save the honour of 
men and their community. Ayesha‟s voice of resistance is representative 
of the female questioning the very rhetoric of honour invoked by men to 
sanction their dehumanizing violence against women. However, the 
voices of silence are the part of the larger discourse which is silent in the 
writings of the representation of women on Partition and there is a critical 
tension that exists between the discourse and silence associated with 
women voices (Singh, Et al, 2016). 
 
Victimization, trauma and lost world – Women in Post- Partition times 
In the words of Figley (1985) trauma is “an emotional state of discomfort 
and stress resulting from memories of an extraordinary catastrophic 
experience which shattered the survivor‟s sense of invulnerability to 
harm. The memory and trauma associated with partition in the cities of 
Lahore and Amritsar have been brought out through the firsthand 
accounts of people who have witnessed the event by Ian Talbot (2006) 
who talks about the Punjabi refugee migrants in Lahore and Amritsar 
that have undergone the process of drastic change from a stable social 
communal living to complete cultural transformation to mass migration. 
He argues that the minority community‟s importance in the life of both 
Lahore and Amritsar meant that the fate of these cities was contested in 
1947. The neighbourhood and railways which used to be common 
meeting places for people turned into battle ground. The account of 
woman through the interview of Narender Kaur who was thirteen years 
old at the time of Partition reveals that how the economic relations 
between the communities broke down in Lahore as the rumours were 
circulating that the fruit sellers were injecting poison into the fruits they 
were selling. The air of suspicion was so much dominant that everyone 
walking in the streets would pause and look back as if they were their 
enemies not their co-citizens. Similar situation prevailed among the 
Muslim residents in Amritsar who felt threatened and were having 
anxiety as narrated by Zain-Ul -Abdeen who was fifteen years old at that 
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time. She recalls that their street was connected with host of other streets 
and eight iron gates were installed all around their street. The people 
were divided into different groups to ensure safety and guarding the area 
as they were anticipating the possibility of assault from Hindus. Since, 
most of the houses were single storey the Hindus and Sikhs could launch 
attack on the Muslims by using ladders through the roofs. To meet this 
danger they had kept sand and red chillies mixture as their protection. 
Fikr Taunsvi in his narration records that death found many bizarre ways 
to show its presence during the movement of refugees for the new home 
in India and Pakistan. No weapons were needed to kill, one could die of 
stiffness on a truck, one could die of stench in refugee camps, and one 
could die of thirst and hunger or due to watching one‟s younger daughter 
being raped. 
The case of abducted women during Partition and the state intervention 
thereafter also exacerbated the plight of women. The number of abducted 
women during Partition recovered by both the countries over an eight 
year span included 30,000 Hindu, Sikh and Muslim women. According to 
official estimates the number of abducted women was 55,000 Muslim 
women in India and 33,000 Sikh and Hindu women in Pakistan.  But the 
process of their recovery worsen the plight of women as most of the 
women had been married with their abductors were having children and 
had started new lives in the respective countries. For all those women the 
process of recovery was abduction again and many of the women 
questioned Mridula Sarabhai (Head of Rehabilitation committee for 
abducted women) for recovering them then as it was too late. The state 
recovery of women on religious lines was more contradictory and 
emotionally jolting for the women who felt twice abducted after this 
recovery process. Many of the women who were recovered refused to 
move and marry again and some of them settled in widow homes for the 
Partition displaced women. The recovery also suggested the reinforcing 
of ethnic differences and the necessity of regulating women‟s sexuality in 
the interest of national honour. It also highlights women as boundary 
markers of the ethnic and national difference and there by becoming 
reproducers of national and cultural boundaries. However post Partition 
time gave opportunities for women to open up their wings and start new 
lives, receive education, entering into professional fields but for some it 
was a nightmare which haunted their memories, experience and changed 
the course of their lives.  (Menon Et al., 2017). 
In „Partition of India and Women‟s Experiences: A Study of women as 
Sustainers of their families in Post –Partition Delhi‟ Bhardwaj (2004) talks 
about the women‟s experiences in Delhi following the Punjab Partition of 
1947. She argues for the case of women focusing on rehabilitation, 
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sustenance and rebuilding amidst widespread violence, abduction, 
evacuation, dislocation and mass migration. The life of women after 
Partition took different turns and they were affected by destitution and 
they lost their identity which got subsumed under the identities of 
„community‟, „religion‟ and „nationality‟. The women did not know and 
understood the reality of Partition and how it made people to fight and 
kill each other. They were not able to understand why Nehru and Jinnah 
were unable to control riots and the high politics which surrounded the 
process of Partition was not comprehensible to them as they got caught in 
communal frenzy in Punjab as soon the Partition plan was announced. 
The interviews conducted with women bring about different experiences 
of women for whom Partition was still a part of their lives and they felt 
uprooted even in the later years of their lives. As, revealed by Darshana 
Rani living in Bhogal in her late eighties that she felt uprooted and 
unattached. She fondly recalled her days in Lahore and how Partition led 
to loss of freedom which she enjoyed in Lahore. She told that they came 
to Hindustan but our home still remains in Lahore. She recalled that they 
lived cordially with the Muslims, and she can feel the smell (sugandh) of 
the land which belonged to her ancestors. Her longing for that place is 
still intact and she wanted to visit and meet her friends Shahana Bibi and 
Fatima Bano with a fear in her mind whether they would be alive or not.  
In “No Woman‟s Land” Ritu Menon has described the memories, 
troubled thoughts, anguish and sheer helplessness of women during 
Partition through the writings of women on Partition from India, 
Pakistan and Bangladesh. The abducted women and their plight and 
traumatic tales associated with women from these three countries that got 
victimised as the result of this horror event of history are presented by 
her. In one of the essays Begum Anees Kidwai tells about the striking 
similarities in the talks of horror prevalent on the both the sides of the 
border in her essay “Darkness and Light”. The tragedies and horrors 
meted on both the sides of the border had so much familiarity that one 
was compelled to think that somebody had planned the whole scheme, 
made two copies of it and handed one over to each side. She also 
elaborates how the Muslims in the villages around Delhi were 
intimidated and were forced to vacate the villages and colonies and go to 
the other side of the border. As they were ready for their departure with 
their belongings on their way they were looted by organized attacks in 
which both the army and police participated. The clothes of the women 
were taken away and those children and aged who tried to run away 
were killed by the bullets of army and police. After that the army would 
arrive and take the injured to the hospital and young women and girls 
were distributed as their share of loot among the police, army and 
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attackers. Along with this there were also people who felt ashamed and 
showed humanity like the police officer of Pakistan who told the Indian 
incharge of the investigating committee for the abduction cases that the 
women of this locality committed suicide by jumping into the well to 
avoid getting raped and molested. He was ashamed of the fact that they 
could do nothing to save those women and how would they be judged by 
the future generations of those who had died (Menon, 2017). 
The story of 25 to 30 Sikh women of Muzaffarabad in POK (Pakistan 
Occupied Kashmir) who were abducted, converted and married to local 
Muslims was brought about by Ranjit Kaur a retired headmistress from 
Srinagar who visited them in 1985. The women were in Purdah and most 
of them have accepted their new religious faith. But there were exceptions 
like woman who killed every child born to her of the Muslim abductor 
who married her forcibly. This was her protest against the forced 
marriage but finally when there was no hope of rescue, she allowed her 
two children to live. There is an interesting story of Jatin and Ismat 
narrated by Kamlaben Patel who was the social worker involved in the 
recovery of women in abduction. The boy Jatin was the son of Hindu 
businessman from Amritsar and Ismat was the daughter of a Pathan 
family from Rawalpindi, who would meet regularly during their annual 
holidays which they would spend in Kashmir before the Partition. Both of 
them fell in love but after that Partition happened and their holidays 
stopped. Ismat, after a month of Partition went to the refugee camp 
pretended to be a Hindu girl and persuaded the camp authorities to send 
her to Amritsar. Somehow she was able to trace Jatin and both of them 
get married and lived a happy life but not for long. The Indian and 
Pakistani Governments came into an agreement to recover the abducted 
women during Partition riots. So, following that Ismat‟s parents lodged a 
complaint and she was found in Amritsar by the Rehabilitation Ministry 
and Search Service Bureau in Amritsar. The Ministry was anxious due to 
the fact the failure to send her back would hinder the recovery of Hindu 
women from Pakistan and she was sent back to meet her parents without 
her will. But, Jatin insisted on accompanying her to her parents but he 
was denied the permission to do so. After few days she got in touch with 
Kamlaben Patel and she saw a completely changed Ismat who was 
different in appearance and behaviour and she hated Jatin so much and 
wished she could cut him into pieces and send them to dogs. The love-
stricken Jatin almost destroyed himself after losing his wife. The similar 
stories of agony and cruelty like that of women in Jalandhar, who after 
spending eight years in Pakistan were forced to return to India against 
their will (Menon, 2017). The larger point which comes out of these 
stories related to the women on all the sides of the countries is that the 
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element of consent of women found no space anywhere and there was 
the most troubling question which aroused was that ”Do women have a 
land?” This fundamental question marked the existence of women 
following the Partition in the South Asian continent as the events which 
shaped the women‟s live following Partition made it feel that they do not 
have a land (Ibid.). 
 
Women’s Resilience and role of their Agency Post- Partition 
During and after Partition, Indian women faced violence and hardship 
through both colonial British and Indian patriarchal structures. 
Rebuilding homes and communities and supporting families in a new 
community across the border in India presented unique challenges to the 
women of India. “Resilience has been defined as an individual trait that 
helps an individual to function well despite exposure to considerable 
adversity and also as a dynamic developmental process reflecting 
evidence of positive adaptation despite significant life adversity (Sleijpen, 
2016). In “The Trauma and the Triumph” Jasodhara Bagchi (Et al., 2007) 
bring forth the struggle and triumph of women in the Eastern part of 
India. The area of Eastern-India had a unique experience of Partition with 
women being not only at the receiving end and facing tragic hostilities 
but they also stood against the existing realities and proved a great asset 
for their families in recovering from the tragic times. The same women 
who had been through a journey of miseries refused to succumb to the 
dictates of the fate and restructured their shattered existence. The 
majority of writings on Partition portray a stereotypical image of women 
being the victims of Partition catastrophe. That image is being challenged 
and through this path-breaking work the author shows the optimism and 
relentless capability of women to reshape their families. They argue that 
the marginalization of women in their own community was also evident 
in those times and the fear of rape was enough to marginalize women 
and to prevent them from being the part of their own community. But 
despite facing all the atrocities and trauma women showed resilience and 
exercised their agency during post-Partition times (Ibid.). 
The active role of women in overcoming the troubling times of Partition 
has been an achievement in post Partition time. The role of women in 
building their homes post-partition in the development of Refugee 
colonies in South Calcutta has been represented in Rachel Weber where 
she brings out the brighter side of women‟s life world which has now 
been transformed and she shows how women not only crossed the 
borders but they also crossed the borders of a highly segregated world to 
more public and visible sphere. Men were really proud of their wives and 
working daughters and readily accepted that the women had been 
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liberated by their experiences. In “Becoming a Breadwinner” the struggle 
and overcoming the trauma associated with women post partition has 
been discussed by Bithi Chakravarti. Kamla was just 14yrs old when she 
had to leave her ancestral home at the time of Partition. From being the 
witness of great killings in 1946 at Calcutta and seeing her relatives and 
neighbourhood girls being kidnapped and stabbed to death and missing 
her school for four years, her life was full of hardships. Her family 
consisted of five brothers, two sisters and father. Her father was seriously 
ill. Her sisters only used to have water before going for exams and there 
were days when all the family members starved. She graduated and got 
scholarship worth ninety rupees for further studies and after that she got 
the job of teacher and became the sole bread-winner of her family. Her 
journey and continued efforts made it sure that her family members lived 
a stable life. Later, she got married after settling her brothers and sisters 
in stable jobs (Ibid.). 
The onslaught of Partition deterred the life chances of many women as 
they lost all their property and wealth. But many women like Bibi Ram 
Pyari displayed an example of true struggle and existence inspite of all 
the curses which Partition had brought into their families. Bibi Ram Pyari 
had four children and after Partition her husband was diagnosed with 
Tuberculosis and he was not in a position to work. The family situation 
was getting worse as the bread winner of the family was not earning 
anything. Instead of cursing her luck and becoming the victim of 
patriarchal structure she showed resilience. She started working and 
opened a small counter where she used to sell candies. In 1956 her 
husband died and she had to face a lot of trouble. But with time she 
started adding more items to her shop and the shop which was barely a 
means of survival turned to a popular general store in Rajendar Nagar. 
Now, she is bed-ridden and her health is declining day by day. But she 
feels contended in her life as she did not go to anyone for charity. Her 
efforts are exemplary of many other women who really stood up and 
transformed their families and made them recover from the troubling 
times of Partition (Bhardwaj, 2004) 
 
Conclusion 
Partition has indeed been an everlasting reality in the lives of victims and 
especially women. Looking at the gendered dimension of Partition 
through the lens of memory brings out human dimensions in the history 
of Partition and it gives a nuanced understanding about the event. A 
gendered narrative of Partition elucidates the way in which common 
masses especially women were exposed to this dreadful event, the ways 
in which they negotiated with it and carved out a space for themselves. 
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The memory of Partition existing in popular discourse in the form of 
fictional work and in the form of life testimonies of victims gives the 
legacy of Partition a definitive meaning as it gives space to unheard 
voices by locating them in the domain of memory and creates space for 
specific stories associated with the women. The journey of women during 
the Partition was full of miseries as they became widows, got raped and 
committed suicide. The honour of the community was attached to them 
and they also internalised this fact which forced them to commit suicide 
in order to safeguard the honour of the community. The recovery of 
women after along religious lines further escalated their state of miseries 
as they became subject of national and cultural burden. They had no 
existence of their own and no voice to represent them. But still they 
managed to overcome those harsh times and showed resilience by 
rebuilding their families. Along with carrying the trauma they also 
showed triumph by becoming the sole bread winners of the families. 
They also questioned the patriarchal notions which forced them to end 
their lives by carrying the cultural burden. To summarise it can be  said 
that he patriarchal character of the nation-state makes the existence of 
women all the more difficult in the times of conflict and it won‟t be 
wrong to say the women bear the brunt of national burden. But women 
have not been passive subjects during the times of Partition and Post-
Partition. Instead they exercised their agency, rebuilt their families, took 
up the traditionally defined male roles and refused to succumb to the 
dictates of fate. 
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