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Abstract 
The progress of any particular nation is protracted from the growth and development of 
the masses in its lower echelons. Jammu and Kashmir, the northernmost erstwhile state of 
India is also pressing its gears for eliminating the different forms of inequalities and 
injustice in the socio-economic and political frame from these echelons. Owing to the 
geographical, cultural and religious diversities in the (now) union territory, it is worth 
discussing that how far the tagging of the lower classes and welfare policies and 
programmes designed for their development, thus far, are appropriate? Employing the 
secondary sources, it draws out the fact that that amidst the development hoax, a 
considerable population proportion is still facing the brunt of inequality and social 
injustice. The extrapolation from the results is not encouraging and there is a strong need 
for its revival to feel that (genuine) less fortunate sections of the society are actually 
empowering. 

 
Keywords 
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and Kashmir. 
 
Introduction 
In India, the inequalities have emanated from many quarters of the 
society. With every new dawn there are many new issues of this kind. 
Social Justice is a broad term that encompasses all matters related to these 
forms of inequalities. The erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir, like 
many other states has designed many laws and policies in this  respect so 
as to alleviate those living at the bottom  of the social hierarchy with the 
mainstream population. The paper analyses these endeavors by the J & K 
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administration towards the different groups like Scheduled Castes, 
Scheduled Tribes, etc in the province. It would be very interesting to see 
how these downtrodden and the backward sections of the society are 
empowered using the philosophy enshrined in the constitution and 
translated into action by various legislative enactments, policies and 
schemes. Nonetheless, it would be interesting to see that how far these 
efforts of the governments permeate to the target groups and wanting 
sections therein.  
 
Methodology 
The paper is descriptive in nature based on deductive research strategy. It 
is the analysis of the reservation scheme applied in Jammu and Kashmir. 
Based on rich secondary data from different sources both at the central 
and the provincial level, the paper assesses the classification system of 
reservation scheme applied to J & K. For clear understanding of the 
arguments that follow, a clear picture of the concept of social justice is 
drawn beforehand.       
 
Social Justice: The Concept 
The concept of social justice is of recent origin in European society. 
Formally, the concept began to be used from the beginning of the 20th 
century for establishing a non-hierarchical, non-exploitative egalitarian 
society which provides the necessary conditions and opportunities for the 
development of its members.  Different theorists ranging from Aristotle, 
John Rawls, Brain Barry, David Miller, have discussed the concept of 
social justice at length. However, the terms like ‗social justice‘ are 
subjected to the different social settings and hence vary with space and 
time. Nonetheless, the near to universally accepted definitions for the 
concept have been put forth by Rawls and Miller. 
The philosophy of social justice emanated from the elaboration of justice 
by Rawls when he put forth two principles of justice as: 
1. Each person is to have an equal right to the most extensive basic 

liberty compatible with a similar liberty for others. 
2. Social and economic inequalities are to be arranged so that  

a) they are to be of the greatest benefit to the least-advantaged 
members of society, consistent with the just savings principle. (the 
difference principle) 

b) offices and positions must be open to everyone under conditions 
of fair equality of opportunity. (John, 2013; Lotter, n.d.; Upadhyay, 
2014) 

Whereas in ‗Social Justice‘, David Miller has condensed this explanation 
while focusing on the contextualization as far as the applicability is 
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concerned. He says that ―the subject matter of social justice is the manner 
in which benefits and burdens are distributed among men (strictly, 
sentient beings) whose qualities and relationships can be 
investigated‖(Miller, 1976).  The benefits or the advantages as Miller calls 
may comprise of the money, property, jobs, education, medical care, child 
care, care for the elderly, honors and prizes, personal security, housing, 
transportation, and opportunities for leisure, whereas the burdens or the 
disadvantages may encompass military service, dangerous work, and 
other hardships. 
India, owing to diverse social structure and the forms of social 
stratification cannot simply apply the European ideologies in its own 
courtyard. Hence many scholars and jurists have presented their views to 
define the concept in the Indian ambiance. Justice V K Krishna Rao, is of 
the  opinion that, ―The concept of social justice thus takes within its 
sweep the objective of removing all inequalities and affording equal 
opportunities to all citizens in social affairs as well as economic activities‖ 
(Iyer, 1987). Ahmad and Ali opine that, ‗Social justice means availability 
of equal social opportunities for the development of personality to all the 
people in the society, without any discrimination on the basis of caste, sex 
or race. No one should be deprived, because of these differences, those 
social conditions which are essential for social development. The issue of 
social justice is associated with social equality and social equality and 
social rights and these are dependent on economic equality and rights. 
Social justice can be made available only in a social system where the 
exploitation of man by man is absent, and where privileges of the few are 
not built upon the miseries of the many‖(Ahmad, Ali, & Ashrafali, 2006). 
Whereas Madhav Menon has encompassed number of parameters to his 
sense of social justice, which according to him is, ―the collective sense of 
freedom, equality and fraternity that the people believe they enjoy in a 
fair measure in a just society‖(Menon, 1988). From these definitions it is 
clear that the social justice must hold the human dignity and honour, 
distribution of economic benefits, equality of political rights and uplifting 
the broken, depressed and downtrodden for the overall progress and 
development.   
  
Inequalities and Parameters of Social Justice 
‘Every culture provides at least reasonably well for those at the top of its social 
order, the crucial test is how it treats those at the bottom’.  
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Wallace Mendelson†, in this statement has made too lucid that the 
progress, development and the matters of justice are meaningful only 
when the welfare of the exploited and excluded sections at the bottom of 
the hierarchy is ensured.  Hence, it is imperative upon the ruling bodies 
together with the policy framers to design and develop the welfare 
measures for the greater good of the territory. The society, nation or the 
kingdom is stable and peaceful when there are serious concerns to ward 
of the exploitations and the marginalization faced by the lower echelons 
of the composition. India a great union is also a country of paramount 
diversities. While as the unity led its freedom from the clutches of 
imperialism, the diversities continued to pose some serious threats to the 
federal structure and to the lofty Constitutional goals like liberty, equality, 
fraternity and justice. Hence, rightly after independence, the nation 
became focussed at mitigating these structural and the cultural 
differences primarily inflamed by the caste and its attributes (Sharma, 
2007). It was indeed of paramount importance to address the issues of the 
downtrodden and marginalized fearing an outbreak of instability at the 
dawns of independence. Being well aware of the situation, the chief 
architect of the Constitution of India, Dr B. R. Ambedkar had also warned 
that ignoring the interests of these sections of the society will threaten the 
existence of the stability in the country. In his last speech in the 
constituent assembly, he says,  
―We must begin by acknowledging first that there is complete absence of 
two things in Indian Society. One of these is equality; on the social plane, 
we have in India a society based on privilege of graded inequality which 
means elevation of some and degradation of others. On the economic 
plane we have a society in which there are some who have immense 
wealth as against many who are living in poverty… In politics we have 
equality and in social and economic life we have inequality. We must 
remove this contradiction at the earliest possible moment, or else those 
who suffer from inequality will blow up the structure of political 
democracy which this Assembly has so laboriously built‖‡. 
The caste system with its faces of inequalities, discrimination and social 
injustice was a great challenge before the constitutional committee of 
experts. There were even religious and racial discriminations which have 
been institutionalized to such an extent that the limits of social lives of 
these different resultant groups and sub-groups are drawn by those 
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stationed at the top of this hierarchy. Number of sociologists like G. S. 
Ghurye, M. N. Srinivas, Andre Beteille etc. have extensively discussed 
these caste rules and regulation based on the notions of purity and 
pollution. Amongst them Marc Galanter has consolidated the caste 
confinement and restriction rules applicable in the society which have 
been perpetuating the discrimination and the menace of untouchability.    

 Denial or restriction of access to public facilities, such as wells, 
schools, roads, post offices and courts. 

 Denial or restriction of access to temples where their presence 
might pollute the deity as well as the higher caste worshippers. 

 Exclusion from any honourable, and most profitable, employment 
and relegation to dirty and menial occupations. 

 Residential segregation, typically in a more extreme form, than the 
segregation of other groups, by requiring them to remain outside 
the village. 

 Denial of access to services such as those provided by barbers, 
laundrymen, restaurants, shops and theaters. 

 Restrictions on style of life, especially in the use of goods 
indicating comfort or luxury. Riding on horseback, use of bicycles, 
umbrellas, footwear, the wearing of gold and silver ornaments, 
the use of palanquins to carry bridegrooms-all of these were 
forbidden in many areas. 

 Requirements of deference in from of address, language, sitting 
and standing in presence of higher castes. 

 Restrictions of movement. Untouchable might not be allowed on 
roads and streets within prescribed distance of the houses or the 
persons of higher castes. 

 Liability to unremunerated labour for the higher castes and to the 
performance of the menial cervices to them. (Galanter, 1984:15) 

Thus, considering the enormous practice of discrimination and 
untouchability, the people at the helm of affairs began their deliberations 
on the concepts of equality and non discrimination and design some 
policies that could minimize the gap between the two highly polarized 
sections of the society believing that that meaning of ‗equality‘ based 
upon individual equality was too spurious in the caste ridden society 
where group identification and ascription were always used for the 
purpose of discrimination and prejudice (Singh, 1988, p.162). Thus, the 
framing fathers of the Constitution had taken the plight to ensure justice- 
social economic and political, as set forth in the Preamble and thus inserted 
an extraordinary phase for the upliftment of the masses of humanity from 
the morass of subhuman social existence, abject poverty and economic 
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exploitation. It adopted a policy of preferential treatment, or the 
protective discrimination, in favour of these weaker sections of the 
society to make up for the effect of these inherited inequalities and 
remedy historic injustice.   
The Constitution has thus envisaged in many of its provisions to ward of 
the practice of all form of discrimination and untouchability based on 
caste, race, sex, religion, region, etc. The Articles like 15, 16 and 17 have 
highlighted the rights of the disadvantaged sections of the society. It 
treated equals equally while considering the menace of untouchability 
and discrimination as a punishable offence. The meaning of the 
expression is also brought out by Article 46, which aims at protecting the 
weaker sections from ‗social injustice‘(Basu, 2009:4).There is clear 
directive for J & K to align the mode of dispersal of justice in such a way 
that the weaker sections are getting due consideration rather they should 
be prioritized to protect them from all forms of exploitation§.Even this 
was never felt enough for social justice, as many legislative provisions 
were enacted for example the Untouchability (Offences) Act, 1955 and the 
Protection of Civil Rights (PCR) Act, 1955 to safeguard the depressed and 
oppressed sections. These sections were also availing the different welfare 
schemes which provide them the impetus in their education with 
scholarships, economy with providing subsidies and political say with 
reservations, certifying their overall social welfare. Thus the 
disadvantaged sections be it Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Other 
Backward Classes, Women, differently-abled, children and old, all were 
protected with special rights and were awarded with some measures 
under the policy of protective or positive discrimination in order to 
ameliorate their conditions with the rest of the population. 
 
Classification of Weaker Sections in Jammu and Kashmir 
The Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, owing its special status in 
the constitution of India by virtue of Article 370, can make its own laws in 
all the matters except in the fields of defense, communication and foreign 
affairs. However, the rest other legislative acts are applicable to this part 
of the country only after their approval from the provincial government. 
Hence, like in other states of India, there are also the three disadvantaged 
groups, Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs) and Other 
Backward Classes (OBCs). The identification of the SCs is due to their 
―extreme social, educational and economic backwardness of castes, 
arising out of the traditional custom of untouchability‖ to identify the 
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Scheduled Castes. (Lokur Committee report: Page 6), whereas the STs are 
identified on the following essential characteristics: 

 Indications of primitive traits, 

 Distinctive culture, 

 Shyness of contact with the community at large, 

 Geographical isolation, and 

 Backwardness**.(Kulkarni, 1994:3074) 
As far as the identification of OBCs is concerned, a great stir was followed 
the application of historic Mandal Commission report in 1980. It had 
proposed different parameters from the social, economic and educational 
backwardness, based on which a class or a group of people were declared 
as the members of OBC category. However, the area also plays an 
important role as far determining the backwardness is concerned. 
Professor Shah in ‗Job Reservation and Efficiency‘ considers the domestic 
environment detrimental to create differences among the different 
disadvantaged sections of the society. He says that, ―the existing 
differences between hereditary groups can be explained largely on the 
basis of difference in the domestic environment, in the way children are 
socialized, in the kind of nutrition and healthcare they receive, and 
finally, the schools and colleges they are sent to‖ (Shah, 1996). Focusing 
on the development of the area as a whole, the province of Jammu and 
Kashmir, instead, of OBCs have introduced another category for 
reservation called as ‗Residents of Backward Areas‘ i.e. RBAs.  Under the 
category an entire area is being declared as RBA and the area avails the 
benefits like reservation in educational institutions, jobs etc in J & K 
handsomely like those of OBCs in other states. ‗This reservation has been 
provided under SRO 126 of the J&K Government‘††. This category is 
however listed under ―socially and educationally backward classes‖, in the 
Jammu and Kashmir Reservation Act, 2004. It defines the category as, 
―socially and educationally backward classes‖ mean— 

1. persons residing in the backward area; 
2. the persons residing in the area adjoining Actual Line of Control; 

and 
3. weak  and  under-privileged  classes  (social  castes), declared  as  

such  under notification  SRO-394  dated  5-9-1981 read with 
notification SRO-272 dated 3-7-1982 and notification SRO-271 
dated 22-8-1988 as amended from time to time. 

It is evident that the act has mentioned the category by ‗Socially and 
Educationally Backward Classes‘ where as the major share of the 

                                                           
**  Report of the Lokur Committee, op.cit., p.7, Para 12 
††  Bhat, R. M.,  The RBA Lollypop, Greater Kashmir,  dated 17.04.2013  
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reservation goes to the RBAs category. The Jammu and Kashmir 

Reservation Rules, 2005 has put forth a detailed reservation scheme in 
the direct recruitment via SRO-294 on 21.10.2005, through Social Welfare 
Department as follows: 
(a) Scheduled Castes                   … 8 Per cent 
(b) Scheduled Tribes                … 10 Per cent 
(c) Socially and Educationally Backward Classes other than Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes:  

(i) Weak and under privileged Classes (social caste) … 2 Per cent 
(ii) Residents of areas adjoining Line of  

Actual Control (ALC)                                                   … 3 Per cent 
(iii) Residents of backward areas                … 20 Per cent 

(d) Ex-servicemen      … 6 Per cent 
(e) Physically Challenged Persons        … 3 Per cent 
The JK Reservation Act, 2004 also press for pro-rate reservation in SCs, 
STs and socially and educationally backward classes. However, in all 
cases and situations, the reservation shall in no case exceed 50 per cent. 
Two things are worth mention here:- 

I. As the census shows that in some districts of Kashmir region of 
the erstwhile state, one hardly finds Schedule Caste members in 
that very region. If and when the mode of recruitment or 
admission is inter-district then the posts reserved for the SC‘s 
should be distributed proportionately in the other categories 
including the unreserved ones of the same district. ‗The 8per cent 
reservation for SCs is fair at the erstwhile state level and unfair for 
district and divisional level recruitments‘(Tajuddin, 2012). 

II. The reservations which are displayed in every paper of 
advertisement or admission process are unjust, owing to the fact 
that the composition of the different categories in a population 
fluctuate with time and space. The recruitments and admissions 
taking place witness the application of the same process and 
reservation rules inconsiderately.  

Furthermore, the RBA as a category creates many healthy doubts as there 
is no exclusion from the list if it is presumed that the development is 
progressive particularly since an area has been marked backward. The 
composition of the RBAs shows that there are numbers of well ranked 
government and other white collar officials. J & K has not witnessed the 
exclusions from the list of RBA whereas it has seen successive additions 
to the list. The irony is that those areas are now being included in the lists 
of backwards that were listed earlier as forward.  
As there are problems with the territorial criteria of classification (RBA), 
there is similar case with respect to the Scheduled Castes who are named 
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religion-wise. The Census 2001 reports that ―Hinduism is the 
predominant religion of the Scheduled Castes (98.7 per cent) of Jammu & 
Kashmir. The SCs professing Sikhism are 1.3 percent (10,159). Buddhist 
SCs are 194 only‖‡‡. There are no Muslims in the SCs despite the fact that 
many castes are present in Muslims too that have the same characteristic 
based on which a caste is scheduled as SC in Hidus. M. Tajuddin has 
highlighted this state indifference towards these sections among 
Muslims, saying that, ―…no Muslim group can be identified as SCs, but 
Jolaha§§and Watal*** in the J & K SCs Order are communities which are 
exclusively Muslim‖ (Tajuddin, 2012). The OBCs and the Scheduled 
Tribes identification sans such identification perplex vis-à-vis different 
religious groups.   
 
Welfare Measures 
Apart from the pledge and promise by the provincial and the federal 
constitution together with the acts of legislature, the government has 
framed many welfare measures, few of them independently and lots 
other with the assistance of the central government to tone down the 
differences between the different strata of the society. Department of 
Social Welfare of the Government deals with designing and 
implementation of these schemes. Some of the important schemes in this 
regard are listed below: 

1. Post Matric Scheme of Merit Cum Means for Minority Students 
2. Pre-Matric Scholarship (General) 
3. Pre-Matric Scholarship to Minority Students 
4. Post Matric Scholarship for Minority 
5. Post Matric Scholarship (General) 
6. AamAadmiBimaYojna 
7. Contributory Social Security Scheme for marginal workers 
8. Financial Assistance to Gad Hanjis 
9. Grant-in-aid to Non-governmental Organization 
10. Prosthetic Aid 
11. Integrated Social Security Schemes 
12. National Social Assistance Programme 

There is no doubt that these schemes have reaped significant results. It 
has increased the literacy rates, augmented the economic conditions and 

                                                           
‡‡  Retrieved from <http://censusindia.gov.in/Tables_Published/SCST/dh_sc_jk.pdf> 

on 12.12.2105 
§§  Jolaha is a small group among Muslims of Jammu province with weaving as their 

traditional hereditary occupation.   
***  Watal(means scavenger in Kashmiri) is a Muslim caste whose hereditary occupation 

is sweeping and cobbling.  

http://censusindia.gov.in/Tables_Published/SCST/dh_sc_jk.pdf
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secured a say in the political affairs of the J & K province. They have 
entered into many professional activities by virtue of the preferential 
treatment they are met with. For the better part of understanding the 
development let‘s analyse the educational aspect of Scheduled Castes 
(SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) in this part of the country.  
Scheduled Castes comprise of 7.38per cent of the total population of J & K 
figured in census 2011 as 12541302. The successive censuses show the 
progressive increase in the literacy rate of the SCs in the union territory 
(UT) and at the national level as well, the relationship lucidly illustrated 
in Table 1 below: 
 

Table 1: SCs Literacy rate comparison (in per cent) with J & K and national 
level of the census years 2001 & 2011 

Categories/Groups Census 2001 Census 2011 
Increase in 
literacy rate  

All SCs (J & K) 59.03 60.55 1.52 

Jammu and 
Kashmir 

55.50 67.16 
11.66 

All SCs (India) 54.69 66.07 11.38 

India 64.84 72.99 8.15 

Source: Census 2001 and 2011 

 
However, the graphical representation of the increase in the literacy rates 
of the scheduled caste categories reveals many other hidden facts as 
Figure 1 displays. The data extrapolated highlights the fact that the 
growth of the SCs in the province of J & K is merely 1.52per cent from the 
earlier census of 2001. There is whooping difference while comparing it 
with SCs at the national level or with JK and the national level increase as 
the following figure portrays (Figure 1). 
The fate of another important category i.e. the Scheduled Tribes (STs) is 
no different in J & K than the scheduled castes but is a bit gloomy. The 
STs comprise of 11.91 per cent of the J & K  population. At the literacy 
rate, the figures are dismal than SCs with only 40.29 per cent.  The data 
shows that the ST have a greater gender gap in literacy than SCs. Table 2 
shows the literacy rates of STs at different levels juxtaposed with that of 
JK  and that at the national level.   
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Figure 1: SC's increase in literacy rate from 2001 to 2011 

 
Table 2: STs Literacy rate comparison (in per cent) with J & K and national 

level of the census years 2001 & 2011 

Categories/Groups 
Census 
2001 

Census 
2011 

Increase in 
literacy rate 

All STs (J & K) 37.50 40.29 2.79 

Jammu and Kashmir 55.50 67.16 11.66 

All STs (India) 47.10 58.96 11.86 

India 64.84 72.99 8.15 
Source: Census 2001 and 2011 

The graph extrapolated from the gist of the above data shows that the 
scheduled tribes are lagging too behind than other reserved categories in 
J & K. The scheduled tribes although figuring badly than the scheduled 
castes in terms of literacy, but the increase in the literacy rate is much 
better than the SCs. From 2001 to 2011 the literacy rate of the SCs 
progressed to 1.52 per cent than 2.79 per cent in case of STS. The 
representation is highlighted below in Figure 2. 
The STs at the national level have increased their literacy rates by almost 
12 percent, while for STs in J & K it went up to 40.2 from 37.5. These 
figures require serious attention as far as the efforts to development in 
this globalized era are concerned. The policy of protective discrimination 
seems to be having some grave loopholes which have to be identified and 
rectified for the greater good of the society. There are problems with the 
group as a whole and there are problems within the sub-divisions of the 
group. For example, there are many sub-classes or sub-groups among the 
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SCs, STs, and OBCs, that are still reeling under the darkness they were 
before. There seems to be least or no difference among them with the 
implementation of the different parameters of welfare like acts, schemes 
etc. These are those sections to whom, the welfare measures have not 
percolated and thus left them wanting as always. The benefits are reaped 
by the higher-ups, referred to as creamy layers or well-offs, in each of 
these categories. The loopholes are dug deeper by the absence of the 
ceiling and the extent of reservation in.  The quotas and reservation go on 
from ages and are shared by the generations of generations. It is of least 
importance to know that of whose sons and daughters the rewarded the 
advantages.   

Figure 2: Increase in Literacy rate of STs in J & K 

 
This leads to hindrance and then subsequent alienation of these lower 
echelons to the system. It creates an unsatisfactory condition which has 
become one of the major reasons for the ‗spread and intensification of 
Naxalism in large enough tracts of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, 
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and 
Maharashtra and its links with the Maoists from Nepal and other such 
outfits operating in the North eastern part of the country‘(Verma, Verma, 
& Singh, 2006). Many fierce agitation by some groups of people from past 
were carried out to accommodate themselves in any of the quotas for 
example the Gowari stampede, that took place in Nagpur in 1994, killing 
114 people††† who were demanding to be included in STs. Similarly, the 
recent Jat agitation in Haryana and Patel andolan (agitation) in Gujrat also 
share the same thoughts. 

                                                           
†††  Retrieved on <http://www.nagpurtoday.in/nmc-pays-tributes-to-gowari-

community-martyrs/11231158> on 15.12.2015 

2.79

11.66 11.86
8.15

0
2
4
6
8

10
12
14

All STs (J 
& K)

Jammu 
and 

Kashmir

All STs 
(India)

India

Increase in literacy rate of STs from 2001 to 
2011 (inper cent)

Increase in literacy 
rate of STs from 2001 
to 2011 (in%)



Journal of Society in Kashmir 2021 

 

Page | 46  

Nonetheless, despite so many long years of reservations since 
independence, the policies and welfares are going on and on with new 
additions. In addition to it, it has perpetuated the mindset of stratification 
deep inside the society in the form of these categories. Satish Deshpande 
viewed this system of reservation as not being able to fulfill the intentions 
it has been created for. In ‗caste and classlessness‘, he states that the 
purpose of equality as was intended by the rights of equality and non-
discrimination was a nationalist effort to mount an all round assault on 
caste. However, the caste reservations are still there as a hindrance for the 
dream as this is an unbridgeable divergence. This way according to 
Deshpande, ―makes the ‗annihilation of caste‘ seem more like a disabling 
dream than an empowering utopia‖. (Deshpande, 2013) 
 
Conclusion 
The objective social justice will not be achieved until there is proper 
design, implementation and accurate periodic assessment of the 
outcomes. After the passage of nearly 7 decades since independence, 
India is yet to translate the spirit of the Preamble or for that matter of the 
Constitution into action. The direction of social justice is still missing 
from the general masses and the percolation of the welfare measures by 
the government are yet to be documented.  
J & K, like other states of the country applied the policy of protective 
discrimination and classified the disadvantaged sections in many groups 
like SCs, STs, and RBAs etc. Many welfare mechanisms are being carried 
on to mitigate their differences with the rest of the population. However, 
there are many lacunas as far the proper designing, effective 
implementation and fair assessment is concerned. The problems are 
worse particularly in the classification of RBAs and SCs. The absence of 
the assessments to the reservation policy has created many bottlenecks 
that have been obscuring the lower and more deserving sections from 
availing the advantages. With the result the polarization amongst the 
masses is constantly extending. It is high time for the scholars, 
academicians, policy makers, social activists, Government officials as well 
as the genuine representatives of SCs, STs and RBAs to sit across the table 
and deliberate upon the welfare measures and hence come out with a 
more acceptable welfare programmes that can percolate to dry areas for 
the redressal.  
Particularly, in the wake of the Jammu and Kashmir being robbed off its 
statehood on August 5th, 2019 and thus likely its special status, by which 
it had its constitution, it remains to be seen how and in what manner, the 
reservation policy in the UT of J & K is to be implemented. Only the time 
will answer that will there be fiddling with the percentage of reservation 
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to SCs and STs? And will the state created RBA be converted into the 
centrally administered OBC category?  All eyes and ears are to the 
provincial and central administration as to which way they draft to row 
the boat. In either of these cases, the downtrodden and the genuinely 
weaker sections should be empowered via reservations and the policies. 
 
Recommendations 
Jammu and Kashmir has got greater distortions as far as the policy of 
protective discrimination is concerned. The time and the situations may 
not be overruled in J & K when there will be fierce battles from amongst 
the lower sections, to whom the light of the different welfare policies are 
eclipsed by the well offs atop their respective categories. There must be 
some proper redressal mechanism to walk along the goals of 
egalitarianism and social justice. Few other recommendations may be 
enumerated as: 

 A committee to be framed, which may be shouldered the 
responsibility to redesign the policy of protective discrimination. 

 The different classes/categories under the backward sections 
should be reassessed on the lines of verifiable indicators to prove 
their backwardness. 

 The cap of religiosity and territory must be warded off in 
reservations particularly in this era of progress and development of 
the states. 

 The ‗creamy layers‘ amongst the groups must be delisted in order to 
pave way for the percolation of the welfare.  

 Reservations will do seldom good to the people who are finding it 
hard to get their both ends meet. Hence, the economic aspects must 
be considered before discussing the other frames. 

 A cap on the reservation will hinder the inheritance of reservation 
from one generation to other. 

 If there is any restructuration of the reservation policy document, 
the downtrodden and the genuinely weaker sections should be 
prioritized.  

 Empowerment can be better assessed through the economic 
condition of the households rather than any caste, class or regions 
based reservation. 
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