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Abstract 
Crime against women, a global human rights issue, has emerged as an impediment to the 
ideals of equality and freedom. Crime against women is a powerful control of their lives; 
it affects women of every age, ethnicity, region or religion. Studies have found that 
women are most at risk from men known to them. Methodologically, this paper is based 
on data extracted from NCRB reports and supplemented by other published resources 
such as books, articles and reports of governmental/ non-governmental organizations. 
This paper attempts to examine various types of crimes committed against women. It also 
attempts to engage rather theoretically with the notions of and inter-linkages between 
law, crime and women. Towards the end, the paper offers an analysis of various crimes 
committed against women in India, in addition to exploring the consequences thereof. 
This paper will serve as a guide to design mechanisms to counter this menace. 
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Introduction 
Women constitute one of the most vulnerable sections of people in terms 
of violence (Powell & Wahidin, 2007). Violence, a human rights violation, 
affects women irrespective of their age, socio-economic status, ethnicity 
or religion. Research, more particularly on domestic violence and rape, 
shows that women are more at risk from men known to them (Cook, 
Skogan, Cook, Antunes, 1982). National and international organizations 
are committed towards ensuring the protection of women and their 
rights. For example, United Nations General Assembly adopted the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 
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Women in 1979. India became signatory to this convention in 1993 and 
committed itself to work for the elimination of all types of discriminations 
which place women at disadvantage. 
Crime against women has its roots in patriarchy characterized by unequal 
distribution of power between men and women (Lerner, 1986) as well as 
gendered distribution of labour, predominantly prevalent in familial 
settings. Within such gender based roles, women had no or least access to 
the outside world unlike men. This sort of prescribed behaviour and role 
performance regulates their everyday lives; and any violation of the 
prescriptions was highly condemned by the society. The assemblage of 
gendered roles for women denies them of the access to and processes of 
decision making which consequently results in an unequal distribution of 
power. The disproportionate power distribution translates into different 
forms of crimes committed against women. Scholars across disciplines 
attempted to explore various forms of crimes victimising women such as 
intimate partner violence, non-intimate partner violence, women 
trafficking, forced prostitution, physical and sexual abuse against 
prostitutes, abortion, female infanticide, rape and rape in war (Rao, 1997; 
Kumar, 1998; Banerjee, 1999; Dreze and Khera, 2000; Mukherjee, Rusragi 
and Krishnaji, 2001; Watts and Zimmerman, 2002; Venis and Horton, 
2002; Ahuja, 2007; Rani & Bonu, 2008). Studies addressing crime against 
women, predominantly committed by men, are on the rise in academia 
since the dawn of radical feminism in 1970. However, the idea here is not 
to engage with the ideological connotations and different spheres of 
feminist movements. Instead, the centre of attention in this study will 
predominantly be on crimes committed against women.  
Crimes against women are not culture specific or geographically driven, 
it uniformly exists in almost all societies across the globe (see: Cohen, 
1941; also see: Evans and Herbert, 1989). The phrase „crime against 
women‟ broadly entails varieties of actions aimed at women to hurt them 
physically and psychologically. The United Nations Declaration on the 
Elimination of Violence against Women offers a widely accepted 
definition of what constitutes violence against women. It reads: “any act 
of gender based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, 
sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of 
such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring 
in public or in private life” (UN, 1993: Art. 1). The UN Declaration also 
provides a list of the types of violence committed by men against women 
by stating: “Violence against women.... [includes acts of] physical, sexual 
and psychological violence occurring in the family, including battering, 
sexual abuse of female children in the household, dowry-related violence, 
marital rape, female genital mutilation and other traditional practices 
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harmful to women, non-spousal violence and violence related to 
exploitation”; “Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring 
within the general community, including rape, sexual abuse, sexual 
harassment and intimidation at work, in educational institutions and 
elsewhere, trafficking in women and forced prostitution” and also 
“Physical, sexual and psychological violence perpetrated or condoned by 
the State, wherever it occurs” (ibid. art.2a, 2b, 2c).  
 
Methodology 
This study uses mixed approach to analyse the varieties of crimes 
committed against women in India. The study is based on quantitative 
data obtained from Crime in India reports prepared by National Crime 
Records Bureau, India. This data is supplemented by various documents 
such as reports of governmental and non-governmental organizations 
(national and international), published literature in the form of books, 
journals and articles as well as legal-judicial documents. At the onset, it 
attempts to offer a conceptual framework of crimes against women and 
how scholars have engaged with the problem. It also attempts to 
deconstruct the idea through which women occupied an inferior position 
in our societies since the past, thus trying, rather theoretically, to explore 
the inter-linkages between crime and women; and also between the 
notions of patriarchy and violence against women; and how patriarchy 
reinforces violence against women.  
 
Law, crime and women – contours of the debate 
Crimes against and victimization of women has been one of the appealing 
areas of research for scholars beyond disciplinary borders. Since the 
dawn of the civilization, societies or communities are governed by a 
specific set of rules acceptable to all. These rules are a means to regulate 
the patterns of living as well as relationship patterns of members through 
restrict and control the certain acts and allowing others. There is thus 
interdependence between society and law; however what is forbidden or 
not under these rules is elusive because of the differing nature of 
societies. Certain actions forbidden under the societal rules were defined 
through public opinion and laws were framed subsequently. Therefore 
the need is to understand law in relation to crime since no act qualifies to 
be a crime unless defined by law. Law as such is composed of significant 
elements – „the enacted or imperative element‟ and the traditional or 
habitual element‟ (Pound, 1912). The „enacted element‟ corresponds to the 
modern conception of law unlike traditional element which is an old 
conception. The traditional element, through judiciary, gradually 
becomes the basis for the formation of imperative elements through 
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enactment “upon the expressed will of the sovereign”, legitimized by „the 
power of the state‟ (Pound, 1912: 115).  
Sir William Blackstone‟s “Commentaries on the laws of England” published 
in 1753 offers an illustration of the conception of law (but ignoring the 
sovereignty of the state in its enactment) by stating: law “is that rule of 
action which is prescribed by some superior and which the inferior is 
bound to obey”. This conventional understanding of law has no merit in 
the federal state. Rather the enactment of laws is the authority of the 
sovereign state imposed upon the citizens who are bound to obey. It is a 
mechanism to legally and institutionally control citizens through actors 
such as police; there is however no commandment involved, at least not 
an imposition from the superior to the inferior. Citizens are free under 
law to control their own actions in a society where they have aspirations 
and desires towards certain things; controlling their own actions indicates 
ensuring there is no harm caused to others. But if citizen‟s actions affect 
other citizens in any way, physically or verbally, the possibility is that 
law will take its due course. The nature of legal actions is intrinsically 
reflexive of the nature of odd actions. The odd actions comprise the 
prohibited behaviours which invite legal actions and are defined as 
crimes. In India, crimes are defined under various laws contained in 
Indian Penal Code and other civil laws.  
In this backdrop one might be tempted to ask who are the perpetrators 
and who is victimized, thus creating a rigidly gendered offender-victim 
binary. While men in most of the cases are the perpetrators, but then 
omen have far less been offenders than men and more as victims than 
men also (NCRB, 2019). This argument takes one back to the masculinity 
theory of Talcott Parsons (1954) according to which crime and 
masculinity are two interdependent ideologies in the sense that 
masculinity is a driving force for crime and metaphorically crime is 
masculine. This postulation expels women from the domain of 
supremacy and their dealings with public outside the domestic sphere; 
instead women are culturally expected to manage domestic business 
involving private engagements and engaging in male oriented activities 
was completely restricted to them. The gendered division of labour has 
had a great impact on men and women equally; men predominantly 
dissociating from feminine roles. However, scholars argue that feminine 
construction based on role performance has its roots in the biological 
differences among human beings in terms of the nature of sex. This 
understanding of sexual divide has been borrowed from Parsons (1954) 
by many social scientists and criminologists (for example: Cohen, 1955; 
Bertrand, 1969; Bustamante, 1973; Klein and Kress, 1976); however they 
could not succeed in their attempts to arrive at a consensus about the 
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gendered nature of humans. The usage of the terms masculinity and 
femininity to envisage the criminality of men and women will be a fuzzy 
attempt. Therefore the claim that men are the perpetrators of crime and 
correlating women with conformity is a contested argument. 
The contention that men commit more crimes than women is validated 
through the statistical figures captured by Crime in India reports (See for 
example, NCRB, 2019). Most of the studies conducted in India also reveal 
that male offenders exceed the count against female offenders in almost 
all form of crimes categorized under Indian Penal Code or Local and 
Special Laws (Dreze and Khera, 2000). However, other studies conducted 
globally claim that the only offence females overtake against men is the 
crime related to property (Cameron, 1964; Brady & Mitchell, 1971) and 
assault on men (Straus, 2009); some even claimed, in general, the rising 
number of female offenders (Price, 1977). There are even others who 
claim that female offenders are courteously dealt by police and judiciary; 
and consequently they escape from the most frequent act of labelling as a 
criminal, unlike male offenders (Adler, 1975). To counter this, scholars 
argue that certain female offenders are the recipients of courteous 
treatment for less serious crimes; however following recidivism, more 
retributive treatment follows (Edwards, 1984). The varying explanations 
of favourable treatments further complicates the problem of analysing a 
gender based comparative model of offending. 
Despite all these theoretical and empirical intricacies, scholars (Kersten, 
1996; Dreze and Khera, 2000) have engaged with the problem of crime 
against women through a stereotypically orthodox lens, relying heavily 
on the theory of masculinity, considering men only as the perpetrators of 
crime as mentioned earlier.  
 
Crime forms and crime mapping 
Women, irrespective of the socio-economic-religious factors, are 
vulnerable to any form of crime. The details about crime incidents are 
easily made available to researchers by many developing countries to 
tackle this problem; India is no exception to it. The incidents of crimes in 
India are high enough but the available data does not reflect the actual 
number of criminal cases against women because most of the cases go 
unreported (see for example: Dobash & Dobash, 1979; Atal, 1993; 
Chinkin, 1995; Heidensohn, 1996; Visaria, 2000). Despite this, the 
available data suggests that its intensity is extremely high and alarmingly 
increasing per year in many states of India (NCRB, 2019). The data does 
not though provide explanations of the situations in which crime is 
committed; however it does offer an insight into the varieties of crimes. A 
spatial analysis of data extracted from NCRB report (2019) on crimes 
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against women is necessary to identify the hot-spot regions for special 
attention by the criminal justice administration. The spatial features of 
crime occurrences serves to affect the rate of crime through external 
interventions by altering people and their activities. Conversely, 
however, “if the spatial distribution of crime is essentially random, then 
targeting specific places is not likely to be an effective crime control 
strategy” (Anselin, Cohen, Cook et al., 2000: 213-214). 

 

Table 1.1: State-wise crime incidences and their percentage contribution 

S. No. State/UT No. of incidences Percentage  

1 Andhra Pradesh 17746 4.37 

2 Arunachal Pradesh 317 0.08 

3 Assam 30025 7.40 

4 Bihar 18587 4.58 

5 Chattisgarh 7689 1.89 

6 Goa 329 0.08 

7 Gujarat 8799 2.17 

8 Haryana 14683 3.62 

9 Himachal Pradesh 1636 0.40 

10 Jammu and Kashmir 3069 0.76 

11 Jharkhand 8760 2.16 

12 Karnataka 13828 3.41 

13 Kerela 11462 2.82 

14 Madhya Pradesh 27560 6.79 

15 Maharashtra 37144 9.15 

16 Manipur 266 0.07 

17 Meghalaya 558 0.14 

18 Mizoram 170 0.04 

19 Nagaland 43 0.01 

20 Odisha 23183 5.71 

21 Punjab 5886 1.45 

22 Rajasthan 41550 10.24 

23 Sikkim 125 0.03 

24 Tamil Nadu 5934 1.46 

25 Telangana 18394 4.53 

26 Tripura 1070 0.26 

27 Uttar Pradesh 59853 14.75 

28 Uttarkhand 2541 0.63 

29 West Bengal 30394 7.49 

30 A&N Islands 135 0.03 

31 Chandigarh 515 0.13 

32 D&N Haveli 49 0.01 

33 Daman & Diu 33 0.01 

34 Delhi 13395 3.30 

35 Lakshadweep 38 0.01 

36 Puducherry 95 0.02 

Total 405861 100 

Source: Crime in India Report 2013. 
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Table 1.1 below offers state-wise breakup of the cumulative figure of 
crimes against women and their percentage contribution to the total 
crimes against them. 
The percentage share of crimes against women as shown in the table has 
been derived from the total number of crimes committed against women 
only and excludes crimes not involving women. 
As can be seen from table 1.1 above, the total number of crimes 
committed against women is 405861. Such a huge number of crimes have 
been reported from different geographical locations of the country. There 
is visible disparity in terms of number of crimes reported from various 
States/UTs. While some States/UTs have reported as less as 33 crime 
incidences in its jurisdiction, others have reported as high as around sixty 
thousand. As such, the highest percentage share of crime to the country‟s 
total is recorded for Uttar Pradesh (14.75 percent) with 59853 crime 
incidences. This is followed by Rajasthan (10.24 percent) having a total of 
41550 crime incidences and Rajasthan (9.15 percent) with 37144 reported 
crime incidence against women. Most of the states/Union Territories 
have recorded less than even 1 percent share of the crimes. These include 
Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, 
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim, Tripura, Uttarkhand, 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Chandigarh, Dadar & Nagar Haveli, 
Daman & Diu, Lakshadweep and Puducherry. Lakshadweep shares a 
negligible percentage of crime against women (0.01 percent only). The 
remaining States/Union Territories share between 1 percent and 7.4 
percent of crimes. The graphical representation of state-wise crime 
distribution (in the sequence given in table 1.1 above) is shown in figure 
1.1 below: 
 

Figure 1.1: State/UT-wise incidence of Crime against women in India 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Source: Data extracted from Crime in India report 2019.  
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The huge incidences of crimes in the country as shown in table 1.1 
represents the total number of crimes committed against women. The 
most horrifying trends found by a study conducted at the Centre for 
Women‟s Development Studies (CWDS) with regard to the varieties of 
crimes committed against women include: increasing rate of crimes 
against women over the years, domestic violence including cruelty by 
husband and relatives has the highest crime rate; daily reported crime 
cases against women are 337 among which rape cases are extremely high; 
sexual harassment cases are tremendously increasingly over the years 
and so on (CWDS, 2002). Against these terrible trends, the data collected 
for this study equally suggests an alarming rate of crimes against women 
in its various forms. Table 1.2 below shows various forms of crimes 
committed against women in India and a graphical representation of 
them can be seen in figure 1.2 below: 
 

Table 1.2: Types of Crimes against women reported from various States/UTs 

S. No. Crime Incidents 

1 Rape  32033 

2 Kidnapping and Abduction 72780 

3 Dowry Deaths 7115 

4 Cruelty by Husband or relatives 125298 

5 Assault on Women to outrage her modesty 88367 

6 Insult to the modesty of women 6939 

7 Importation of girls  3 

9 Immoral trafficking 1185 

10 Indecent representation of women 23 

11 Dowry Prohibition 13297 

12 Cyber Crimes 1621 

Total 348661 

Source: Data extracted from Crime in India Report 2013. 

 
The total number of crimes against women in India as shown in table 1.1 
is 405861. This figure corresponds to the cumulative figure of all such 
crimes as recorded from across the country and therefore the number 
does not represent one specific geographical region in India. Among the 
given total number of crime incidents reported, NCRB data shows that 
the highest number among all types of crimes against women is „for 
cruelty by husband or other relatives‟ with a total of 125298 while as the 
lowest among all is 3 recorded for the „importation of girls from the 
foreign country‟ during 2019. The incidences of other forms of crimes 
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committed against women include rape (32033 incidences), kidnapping 
and abduction (72780 incidences), dowry deaths (7115 incidences), assault 
on women (88367 incidences), insult to the modesty of women (6939 
incidences), immoral trafficking (1185 incidences), indecent 
representation of women (23 incidences) dowry prohibition (13297 
incidences) and other cyber crimes (1621 incidences).  
 

Figure 1.2: Graphical representation of incidences of crimes against women 
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& Baroni, 2011; Raphael, 2011). This non-consensual forced attempt 
makes it an offence and so is punishable by varying degrees of penalties.  
As mentioned above, kidnapping and abduction in part contributes to the 
occurrence of rape crimes. Kidnapping and abduction generally is an act 
of lifting a person through force from family or from streets without 
consent but with certain intentions. It is a heinous crime and leaves 
everlasting impact on the victim, in general, and women in particular. 
The common trend seen in kidnapping and abduction cases is that both 
the abductor and the abducted are known to each other where the former 
uses certain amount of force against the latter (see: Human Rights Watch, 
2006), however it can be committed by some unknown also for ransom 
(Burgess and Lanning, 2003; Marongiu and Clarke, 1993; Akpan, 2010); 
other possible reasons include inter-familial dispute or an intent to rape 
(Yang, Wu and Huang, 2007). Under section 362 of Indian Penal Code, 
abduction is a composition of two essential components which holds 
significance to consider an act as abduction: firstly, an act of compelling 
someone through the use of force or deceiving tactics; which (secondly) 
results in a non-consensual taking of such person from one place to 
another and remains under the control of the abductor till the intentions 
are fulfilled. Other controlling instruments that offenders use include 
psychological tricks such as stalking, death threats, sexual abuse and 
physical abuse (Fitzgerald and People, 2006; Morewitz, 2003; van Hasselt, 
Flood, Romano, et al., 2005; Morewitz, 2008). Immoral trafficking and 
importation of females are the sister segments to the issue of kidnapping 
and abduction. These purposive crimes are committed against women 
and girls for both social and economic reasons such as forced labour, 
sexual exploitation, and prostitution, which are growing rapidly across 
the globe. Victims of such crimes face several risks such as physical 
violence, rape, sexual assault as well as health risks (Ellsberg & Heise, 
2005).  
Dowry deaths and offences under dowry prohibition act are committed 
under the pretext of procuring property from brides marriages as gift 
from bridal family to the groom‟s family with expectations (of bridal 
family) in return to the acceptance and better treatment of bride thereafter 
(Atal, 1993; Krishnan, 2005). The conventional understanding of the 
concept of dowry though constituted a one-time payment upon marriage, 
which was a form of insurance for women. However gradually, the 
system changed due to people‟s voracity and consequently this form of 
gift-giving is now identified as an offence under various laws of IPC and 
L&SL. In response to the rising number of crimes related to dowry, The 
Dowry Prohibition Act 1961 was enacted which brought respite to the 
women waiting in the fatal queue to face the brunt of violence in the form 
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of burning, acid throwing, being driven to suicide or even murder 
(Lystad, 1975; Martin, 1976; Dobash and Dobash, 1979; Daly and Wilson, 
1988). 
Any resistance to the process of gift-giving by the bridal family would 
invite cruelty by husband or other family members, an allied notion of 
domestic violence (Straus and Gelles, 1990). This sort of intimate partner 
violence especially against women has emerged as one of the critical 
issues for academicians and criminal justice system alike (Colombini, 
Mayhew and Watts, 2008; Hattery, 2009). In the contemporary times 
intimate partner violence, a manifestation of gender inequality, is 
recognized as one of the concerns of human rights commonly taking the 
form of humiliation, threats, degradation and isolation (Follingstad & 
DeHart, 2000) or wife beating (Kantor & Straus, 1987; Levinson, 1989; 
Smith, 1990; Kantor & Straus, 1990; Jejeebhoy, 1998; Hattery, 2009; 
Sheehy, 2018). Scholars use the term „patriarchal terrorism‟ to define 
cruelty by husband (Johnson, 1995; Johnson & Ferraro, 2000). A multitude 
of socio-economic factors are recognized as the indicators of intimate 
partner violence such as low family income, lower social status, poverty, 
lower levels of education, unemployment and so on. Scholars who 
attempted to engage with how these factors relate to the intimate partner 
violence did so from a family violence point of view considering stress, 
frustration or failed coping strategies; and also from a feminist lens 
through patriarchy, power and control (Conger, Elder, Lorenz et al., 1990; 
Voydanoff, 1990; MacMillian & Gartner, 1999; Wilkinson & Hamerschlag, 
2005). Intimate partner violence inhibits women‟s ability to access her 
rights and fundamental freedom granted to them „on the basis of equality 
with men‟ (United Nations, 1979); and immobilizes their capacity to 
engage effectively in the economic affairs, hinders their parental 
capabilities and weakens their ability to maintain a secure house; 
consequently, women are left homeless (Chamberlain and Johnson, 2013). 
Other forms of crimes against women include indecent representation, 
assault and insult to the modesty of a woman. An act called Indecent 
Representation of Women (Prohibition) Act 1986 was enacted which 
defines indecent representation as „the depiction in any manner of the 
figure of a woman, her form or body or any part thereof in such a way as 
to have the effect of being indecent, or derogatory to, denigrating, 
women, or is likely to deprave, corrupt or injure the public morality or 
morals‟. Indecent representation involves victimization of women 
through posting offensive visuals with oral/written description. Visuals 
are shown through internet, usually social media, by posting nude 
images or indecent fashion of women supplemented by the personal 
details of the victim for their identification (Halder, 2013). Crimes such as 
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assault and insult largely come under the umbrella of sexual harassment 
and dealt under various acts of the IPC as well as L&SL. These forms of 
crimes against women/girls can extremely affect victim‟s inter-personal, 
intimate partner and familial relationships. Scholars argue that victims of 
such crimes receive poor responses from friends and family as well as 
from the health and legal consultants (Davis & Brickman, 1996; Ahrens, 
2006). Other effects include financial costs as well as a myriad of other 
subtle immeasurable non-monetary costs (Mayhew & Adkins, 2003).  
The graphical representation of the percentage share of various crimes 
committed again women during the year 2019 are shown in figure 1.3 
below: 
 

Figure 1.3: Figure showing percentage share of various crimes 

 

Determinants and consequences of victimization 
Women victimization is a serious concern among activists, NGOs, and the 
criminal justice system as well; but it has also received tremendous 
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shaped for the rest of life which gradually highly influences their 
participation in various spheres of intra-familial and inter-familial life 
(Johnson, Ollus and Nevala, 2008). These are in addition to other social 
effects associated with health care (Johnson and Dawson, 2011). Women 
who encounter spousal violence are likely to remain silent (Storkey, 2018; 
Hattery & Smith, 2019); they are agonized and suffer emotional 
breakdown following the occurrence of crime and encounter suicidal 
tendencies (Morewitz, 2019). After the first attempts of spousal violence, 
they likely leave their spousal house (Wright, 2011; Hattery & Smith, 
2019; Morewitz, 2019; Mallicoat, 2019) and prefer instead living an 
independent life; though some studies claim that victims prefer not to 
leave their partner‟s house for the fear of homelessness and financial 
hitches (Segrave, 2018; Storkey, 2018). Given these odds, I will categorize 
its consequential effects on four fronts: psychological, physical, financial, 
and social.  
 
Psychological impact 
Among the psychological effects include shock, disbelief, denial, anger, 
rage, fear terror, frustration, confusion, guilt, shame, humiliation, and 
grief (Burgess and Holmstrom, 1974; Walker, 1979; Browne, 1987; 
Herman, 1992; van-der Kolk, 1994; Campbell, Dworkin and Cabral, 2009; 
Wright, 2011; Storkey, 2018; Morewitz, 2019; Mallicoat, 2019). During the 
initial periods following the commission of crime, women experience 
disturbed sleeps (Barberet, 2014; Romain, 2016; Storkey, 2018; Mallicoat, 
2019) and become confused, trying to find a reason for the harm caused to 
them. They are in constant; they feel terrorized and the fear of double 
victimization emanates their mind all the time. These unusual feelings 
yield panic attacks and force them to feel the need to be cared. These 
initial responses to crime however fade away quickly as they experience 
other emotional outbursts. They tend to show signs of rage and anger 
towards everyone they meet such as immediate family member, friends, 
and care-takers and also towards themselves (Follingstad, Wright, Lloyd 
and Sebastian, 1991; Morewitz, 2019) to the extent that this anger may 
result in self-harm; or there is a tendency for revenge. All these responses 
are to a certain extent condemned by the society and the victim 
subsequently feels neglected and isolated. This feeling of being isolated 
and neglected further kindles helplessness and frustration more often 
when they are unable to keep away from the offender, specifically in 
intimate partner violence. The frustration may last long if victims do not 
get proper care and support. Subsequently, the victims tend to start self-
blaming (Pitts & Schwartz, 1997), develop a sense of guilt for being at the 
crime site. These reactions appear in cases where the victim fails to 
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identify the offender and so they start blaming themselves. Self-blaming 
stimulates shame, grief and embarrassment among the victims, 
particularly in cases of sexual violence (Gartner & Macmillan, 1995; Sable, 
Danis, Mauzy and Gallagher, 2006). 
 
Physical impact 
Women tend to show a variety of physical responses to crimes they face 
such as increased heart rate, tears, being frozen, dryness of mouth, and 
multiple forms of body-aches (Heise, Ellsberg and Gottemoeller, 1999; 
Campbell, 2002; Krug, Dahlberg, Mercy et al., 2002; Campbell, Moreno 
and Sharps, 2004). Most of these physical impacts are the immediate 
responses to crime victimization. However victims are likely to show 
signs of physical impacts afterwards also. The physical injuries are most 
of the times visible to others; however they tend to be invisible also such 
as brain injury. Therefore the assumption „there is no injury‟ must not be 
conceived as there are no visible injuries. In certain exceptional cases, 
women suffer long-term physical disability, especially in domestic 
violence cases (Dobash & Dobash, 1979; Levinson, 1989; Smith, 1990; 
Kantor & Straus, 1990; Jejeebhoy, 1998; Hattery, 2009; Sheehy, 2018). In 
response to these physical effects, scholars (such as: Johnson, 1996) argue 
that female victims are unable to resume their normal life or to start a 
new work life as they tend to feel the brunt of violence most frequently.  
 
Financial impact 
Measuring financial impacts of crimes against women, though, is 
discussed least in academia than other consequential factors such as 
social, physical, emotional, however studies have found that it invited 
extreme financial costs on victims (see for example: Kalmuss & Straus, 1982; 
also see: Visaria, 2000). For example, in cases of crimes committed by 
intimate partners or relatives, victims are likely to leave their marital life, 
which likely invites extra financial costs (Straus, 2009). Failure to return to 
work, as mentioned earlier, or difficulty to perform employment duties 
supplements their disrupting financial status. They likely tend to see their 
demotion or reduced salary; but they see rise in the costs incurred due to 
the legal assistance, new housing management and other costs. These 
responses are likely the expected outcome of crimes such as murder, 
torture, rape, intimate partner violence, and assault which creates feelings 
of insecurity, anger, emotional outburst, and fear. 
 
Social impacts 
Victims of crime tend to be treated as „the other‟ in families and in society 
also; therefore they receive least attention and care services from them. 
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But they also face challenges in their encounters with criminal justice 
administration such as improper treatment and indecent behaviour of 
police and other legal agencies, especially in the processes of 
investigation and trial (Campbell, Sharps and Glass, 2001; Jordan, 2001; 
Fleury, 2002; Wright, 2011). In fact institutional policies, in essence a 
source of aid for victims, are a composition of procedures that can re-
victimize women (see for example: Ursel, 2002) or act as secondary 
victimization sources (Campbell & Raja, 1999; Fedler, Motara and 
Webster, 2000; Mitchell & Anglin, 2009), such as media and criminal 
justice institutions. In social settings also especially among family and 
friends, due to the traditional orthodox belief systems, victims experience 
neglect and isolation from their immediate social milieu. They are being 
blamed for the crimes committed against them (Pitts & Schwartz, 1997; 
Mitchell & Anglin, 2009). To escape the social stigma attached to female 
victimization, families and friends quite often urge victims to overlook 
the incidents. Consequently, there is numbness, shock and a feeling of 
loneliness among the victims. 
 
Conclusion 
Studies such as this often pose a rather exploratory question as to what it 
suggests about the crimes against women. Obviously it would not be 
justified if answered in a word or two since the subject is a diverse one 
which has elicited positive and negative responses at the same time and 
at same places. But the common observation does remain the same that 
women had in the past and are still experiencing discrimination and 
violence at various paths of their lives. A glimpse of conceptual and 
theoretical aspects as well as the severity of the crimes coupled with 
knowledge of both reasons of and consequences therein for crimes 
against women will serve as a starting point to design mechanisms to 
counter the problem of violence against women. There is need for 
development policies to reassure women that any kind of violence/crime 
against them is unacceptable and no woman deserves to be the recipient 
of harsh treatment. It is to be suggested that the appalling toll of crime 
against women will not be eased without the intervention of various 
stakeholders such as civil society, state institutions and other national and 
international legal agencies.  
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