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Abstract 
Educated women in the state of Jammu and Kashmir can play an important role in all 
round development of the state. The most powerful tool that changes the position of a 
society and nation is only women’s education with full potential. Women’s education 
was not given much importance in past but now they have got world attention and every 
nation tries to give education to its female folk too. Education improves the status of 
women within the family as well as in society. So we cannot ignore the importance of 
women’s education in reference to women empowerment in Jammu & Kashmir. For every 
citizen there is a need of positive attitude towards women’s education. According to the 
census 2011, the literacy rate of the Ganderbal district was 58.04 percent, out of which 
male literacy was 68.85 percent and female literacy was 45.71 percent, respectively. The 
aim of this study is to examine the impact of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) scheme in the 
Ganderbal district of the state. The study is based on primary as well as secondary 
sources. 
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Introduction  
Education means all round development, this all round development 
means intellectual, social and emotional development. It is only 
education that moulds the behavior of an individual. Education is the 
birth right of every human being, so this means we cannot educate only 
boys. It is necessary to educate women, when women are educated that 
means every family is educated and educated women can face all 
challenges in her life and will translate her experience to the next 
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generation. Education plays an important role to bring harmonious 
development. Any desired change in society can be done with the help of 
education which is accepted throughout the world. Such changes can be 
done only if schools become real of learning centers. Education not only 
helps the development of human being but also determines his future. It 
is only education that solves all type of problems. We can promote good 
habits, values and awareness towards corruption through education. 
Education helps in communication of one known person to other 
unknown persons through mass media and technology. Education gives 
power and strength to the human being. It is education which helps an 
individual to discriminate what is good and what is bad. We define the 
values in readers and students through education. Geographically both 
male and female have same space in society, yet male and female are not 
treated equally in the society. Women are unequally access to education, 
physical, health care and financial resources opportunities in the 
economic, social, political and cultural field. Female have a lower status 
than male in everywhere of the world. Women and men are just like the 
two sides of the same coin, so they should work together in life to move 
on. There should be given equality in each and every step of life. 
Education is the responsibility of both men and women. In rural areas of 
Jammu and Kashmir, women mostly work inside the houses, and 
completely depend upon men. In urban areas women work in various 
government as well as private organization. The women have power to 
take decisions regarding to purchases household things or go outside 
alone. But in present time the movement of women has locked in the 
society because of having low educational status. Education helps in 
generating awareness among women about their legal, social, political 
and economic rights, provisions and privileges to fight against all sorts of 
social discrimination. It enables them to realize their potentialities, 
developing skills, seeking employment and improving their nutritional 
and health conditions. Education helps women in lightening the burden 
of tradition of ignorance and strict seclusion within the home, in 
equipping them with the expertise and knowledge required to play 
modern roles, in widening their horizons and in raising their general 
status in society. Therefore, educating women encourages not only their 
political participation and economic independence but also improves 
their quality of life and through them of the whole family and then whole 
nation in broader sense. 
In India, though much emphasis is being laid on the gender equality in 
terms of education, yet discrimination in access to education does exist 
throughout the country especially in rural areas. There is a rural and 
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urban divide in access to education for women. In Jammu and Kashmir 
too, female literacy rate is quite low and stands at 56.43percent as per 
census 2011. The rural female literacy rate in J&K is 53.36 percent to 70.19 
percent for urban females according to census 2011which earlier in the 
census of 2001 was 36.7 percent at rural and 61.9 percent at the urban 
level, respectively. Also, there is a large gap in the male and female 
literacy levels in this border state.  
 
2.1. Literacy scenario of women in Jammu and Kashmir State 
The literacy rate of a nation shows its level of development that too 
female literacy shows the actual development of the nation. The 
following table will show the female literacy of Jammu and Kashmir  
 
Table 1: District wise female literacy in Jammu and Kashmir from 1981 to 2011 

Name of the 
district 

Female literacy 
rate in 1981 

Female literacy 
rate in 2001 

Female literacy 
rate in 2011 

Srinagar 24.66 47.97 63.47 

Jammu 32.24 68.75 77.41 

Anantanag 10.94 31.51 54.15 

Budgam 8.02 24.14 46.60 

Baramulla 9.57 31.42 55.01 

Doda 7.34 28.36 50.34 

Kargil 3.14 40.96 58.05 

Kathua 21.25 53.92 64.56 

Kupwara 4.88 26.83 54.79 

Leh 12.09 50.03 64.52 

Rajauri 14.32 44.14 57.20 

Poonch 11.24 35.30 54.80 

Pulwama 9.21 35.40 53.81 

Udhampur 13.55 39.89 58.22 

Bandipora New established New established 46.24 

Ganderbal New established New established 47.62 

Kishtwar New established New established 44.13 

Kulgam New established New established 49.74 

Ramban New established New established 40.04 

Reasi New established New established 47.55 

Samba New established New established 74.39 

Shopian New established New established 52.77 

J&K 56.05 42.22 49.12 

India 29.76 54.16 65.46 

Source: American Journal of Educational Research. 2015, 3(6), 731-735  
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The above table represents the district wise female literacy rate in Jammu 
and Kashmir from 1981 to 2011. In 1981, district Jammu has highest 
female literacy rate 32.24 which were 24.26 less than J&K, but 2.48 greater 
than India and Kargil district has lowest female literacy rate as 3.14 which 
were 53.36 less than J&K and 26.62 less than India.  
In 2001, again district Jammu has highest female literacy rate 68.75 which 
were 26.53 greater than J&K and 14.59 greater than India and Kupwara 
district has 26.83 which were 15.39 less than J&K and 27.33 less than 
India. 
In 2011 district Jammu has highest female literacy rate 77.41 which were 
28.29 greater than J&K followed by district Samba 74.39 which was 25.27 
greater than J&K and 8.93 greater than India and Ramban district has 
lowest female literacy rate 40.04 which were 9.08 less than J&K and 25.42 
less than India. 

 
Table 2: Urban and rural female literacy rate in Jammu and Kashmir from 1981 

to 2011 

Area Female literacy rate 
1981 

Female literacy 
rate 2001 

Female literacy 
rate 2011 

Urban 41.05 62.22 70.19 

Rural 12.19 35.09 53.36 

Total 18.37 41.82 49.12 

Source: American Journal of Educational Research. 2015, 3(6), 731-735  
 
The table shows urban and rural female literacy rate in Jammu and 
Kashmir from 1981 to 2011. In 1981 female literacy rate in urban area was 
41.05 which were 22.68 greater of total and rural female literacy rate were 
12.19 which were 6.18 less than total female literacy rate of Jammu and 
Kashmir. In 2001, the female literacy rate increases from 41.05 to 62.22 in 
case of urban area and in rural area this figure increases from 12.19 to 
35.09. In 2011 female literacy rate also increases. In urban area this figure 
reaches 70.19 and rural area this was 53.36. 
 
2. Review of literature 
Ullah, Z. et. al. (2011)1 “Effect of Female Education on Family Size in 
Pakistan: A Case Study of Quetta City” stated that the importance of 
education for woman has been accepted worldwide, making decision 
about their family size, delay marriages, use family planning methods for 
small family and play an important role in society. It is education by 
which women are allowed to go out of their houses and work in different 
organization of the country. The couple mutually takes the decision about 
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the family size if women are educated and she gets respect and honor in 
her family. 
Bbaale, E. et. al. (2011)2 “Female Education, Contraceptive Use, and 
Fertility Evidence from Uganda” discusses about the positive impact of 
women’s education on their late marriages, autonomy and lower fertility. 
This study also shows female education making women more 
autonomous and giving more control about various dimensions in their 
life. 
Acharya, Y. (2008)3 “Women’s Education and Intra-Household 
Autonomy: Evidence from Nepal” said that the major instrument for 
empowering women is only education. Through education by which 
woman helps to gain her rights and make her confident about her 
possibilities, including decisions of her family and personal affairs within 
the family. In case of female is educated, her family members and 
husband may consult her before make any major decisions. 
Mohiuddin, et. al (1995)4 “Country Rankings of Women's Status: an 
Alternative Index” states that the lower status of women gives low wage 
rates than men in all fields and their large number of responsibilities of 
family due to abandonment, divorce, etc. in the developed countries. 
Women's lower status is not only affected their work but also their 
services such as education and health. Women’s status can also be judged 
by indicators. 
Rustogi, et. al. (2004)5 “Significance of Gender-related Development 
Indicators: An Analysis of Indian States,” states that women’s status can 
be measured with the help of a diverse set of indicators. Some broad 
indicators by her across all states of India namely health and education in 
public/private decision making to measure the women’s status in the 
society. 
Swami Vivekananda the great philosopher of the development of women 
society. According to him “There is no chance for the welfare of the world 
unless the condition of the women is improved. It is not possible for a 
bird to fly on only one wing.” In reality, the status of women in question 
of gender equality is far from their legitimate right. 
 
3: Research Methodology 
Research methodology of the present study is as under: 
 
3.1: The universe of the study 
The universe of the present study is the district Ganderbal of Jammu and 
Kashmir state. As per the census 2011, the total population of Ganderbal 
district was 2, 97,446 persons out of which male were 1, 58, 720 persons 
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and female as 1, 38, 726 persons. Literacy rate of the district was 58.04 
percent, out of which male literacy was 68.85 percent and female literacy 
was 45.71 percent, respectively.6 As per the official figures of the Chief 
Education Officer Ganderbal district, the total number of schools in the 
age group of 6-14 years o as 664, VECs as 664 with 3984 members and 
total number of teachers as 3773 with student enrolment of 23201. 
3.2: Research Design and Sampling plan of the study 
The present study has an evaluative research design and describes the 
impact of SarvashikshaAbhiyan (SSA) scheme on gender education in 
single situation (S1) and single period (T1). All the four educational zones 
of district Ganderbal were covered in one-time period (i.e. in the year of 
(2016). The study was based on evaluate research design and the aim of 
the study was to assess the impact of the scheme on girls education in the 
study area. The village Ganderbal has four educational zones, i.e., 
Ganderbal, Tulmulla, Kangan and Hariganiwan zones. A total of 300 
heads of the households (n=300) were selected for the study i.e., 75 
households from each educational zone. All four zones were selected by 
given equal representation to them. The sampling plan of the study is as 
below: 

 
Table: Sampling plan of the study 

S. No 
Name of the 

Educational zone 
No. of Households Selected 

for Study 
Percentage 

1 Ganderbal 75 25.00 

2 Tulmulla 75 25.00 

3 Kangan 75 25.00 

4 Hariganiwan 75 25.00 

 Total 300 100.00 

Source: Based on sample distribution of the study 2016. 
 
3.3: Hypotheses of the study 
The hypotheses of the study are as under: 

 SSA scheme has played a role in the universalization of 
elementary education in the Ganderbal district. 

 Mid-day meal (MDM) scheme improves the retention rate of 
children in the elementary schools 

 SSA scheme has improved the gender specific literacy rate 
 
3.4: Objectives of the study 

 To analyze the impact of SSA scheme in achieving the gender 
specific literacy rates in the district  
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 To inquire into the failure of SSA scheme in achieving the 
objectives of 100 percent literacy in the district within the original 
specified time frame/period (2010). 

 To analyze the impact of SSA scheme in enrolement of girl 
children in elementary schools in the study area. 

 To analyze the impact of SSA scheme in reduction in dropout rate, 
bringing back dropouts to schools. 

 To analyze the impact of mid-day meals (MDM) on enrolement of 
girls in elementary schools.  

 
4. Gender education 
Sociologically the word gender refers to the socio-cultural definition of 
man and woman, the way societies distinguish men and women and 
assign them social roles. The gender gap at the primary stage reduced 
from 5.5 percentage points in 2002-03 to 4.2 percentage points in 2005-06. 
At the upper primary stage this gap reduced from 10.7 percentage points 
to 8.8 percentage points. The GPI at the primary stage in 2005 was 0.95 
and 0.88 for the upper primary stage. The share of SC students in total 
enrolment was 20.72percent at the primary stage and 19.42 percent at the 
upper primary stage.-For ST students, share in total enrolment was 
11.75percent at the primary stage in 2005-06 and 9.28percent at the upper 
primary stage.2 

 
4.1: SSA and gender education and girl drop out children in the age 
group of 6-14 years 
One of the main objectives of SSA scheme was to bridge gender gap in 
literacy rates, especially in rural areas where girls receive very little 
education and are discriminated historically, drop out, especially girls’ 
dropout rate was also one of the hot issues in India and SSA had one of 
the main and important objective to reduce dropout rate from elementary 
schools, especially girls drop out, in this regard questions were asked 
from the parent respondents to find out that was SSA really successful in 
bridging gender gap and in reducing this dropout rate among girls and 
their responses are as under: 
 

Table 4.1: SSA, gender education and girl drop outs 

Theme Responses Number Percentage 

SSA and gender 
education 

Yes 255 85.00 

No 45 15.00 

Total 300 100.00 
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SSA helped in 
bridging the 
gender gap 

Girls enrolment increased 50 19.60 

Girls dropout rate 
decreased 

65 23.52 

Girls retention rate 
increased 

20 07.84 

Girls interest enhanced 80 31.37 

All 40 15.68 

Total 255 100.00 

Reasons for not 
bridging 

Son preference   

Poverty 15 33.33 

Orthodox thinking 30 66.67 

Total 45 100.00 

Girl drop outs 
Yes 50 16.66 

No 250 83.34 

Total 300 100.00 

Reasons for girl 
drop outs 

Orthodox thinking 45 90.00 

Poverty 05 10:00 

Total 50 100.00 

Source: Field work data of respondents of SSA scheme, 2016 
 
From the above table 4.1, it was revealed that 255 respondents (85 
percent) out of 300 respondents (100 percent) claimed that they send their 
girls to schools, which is a big success and achievement in the field of 
gender education. And only 45 respondents (15 percent) gave answer in 
negative. 50 respondents (31.37 percent) out of 255 respondents said SSA 
has helped in bridging gender gap, 65 respondents (23.52 percent) 
revealed that due to SSA girls dropout rate has decreased, 20 respondents 
(7.84 percent) accepted that girls retention rate increased due to SSA 
scheme, 80 respondents (31.37) acknowledged that girls interest increased 
in education due to SSA scheme while as 40 respondents (15.68 percent) 
confessed that all the above mentioned effects are due to SSA scheme and 
it has really reduced the gender gap in literacy rate. 30 respondents (66.67 
percent) out of 45 revealed that due to orthodox thinking of parents there 
has been no positive effect and impact of SSA on gender education and 15 
respondents (33.33 percent) made poverty responsible for no success of 
SSA in gender education. 
The same table 4.1 also revealed that 250 respondents (83.34 percent) out 
of 300 respondents said that there is no drop out girl. This is a big 
achievement and progress of SSA scheme. And merely 50 respondents 
(16.66 percent) respondents responded that they had girl drop out and 
when the reason for their drop out was asked from them, they 45 
respondents (90 percent) further responded that orthodox thinking was 
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the main reason for their drop out and 5 respondents (10 percent) made 
poverty responsible for their drop out, which is not a big figure.  
 
4.2: Facilities provided to girl students in SSA run schools (age group 6-
14 years) and its effect on their enrolment rate 
Accommodation, infrastructure and other facilities are much need for 
successful education and it has been one of the core issue which the 
parents have been raising since long the lack of basic facilities in 
elementary schools, especially for girls, facilities are of utmost 
importance, and its effect on the enrolment of girl students to these 
elementary schools, in this connection questions were asked to see 
whether SSA has provided enough facilities to attract more and more girl 
children towards such schools and its impact upon them, the responses of 
the respondents are shown in the following table: 
 
Table 4.2: Facilities provided to girl students and its impact upon them 

Theme Responses Number Percentage 

Basic facilities 
for girls 

Equal education 255 85.00 

Financial assistance 45 15.00 

Total 300 100.00 

Its impact 

Strongly agree 60 20:00 

Agree 108 36.00 

Don’t know 65 21.67 

Disagree 30 10.00 

Strongly disagree 37 12.33 

Total 300 100.00 

Source: Field work data of respondents of SSA scheme, 2016 
 
In order to know about the facilities to girl students in elementary schools 
by SSA, the respondents were asked to mention such facilities and their 
response was, 255 respondents (85 percent) out of 300 (100 percent), that 
equal education is being provided without any discrimination and 45 
respondents (15 percent) financial help in form of scholarship is being 
provided. It indicates nothing special is being provided except equal 
education and annual scholarship. There needs to be done much more to 
attract more and more girls towards the elementary education in the 
study area. 
When asked about, do they think that the basic facilities provided to girls’ 
at elementary schools have enhanced girls’ enrolment rate? Out of 300 
respondents (100 percent), majority of 108 respondents (36 percent) 
agreed, 67 respondents (21.67 percent) said they don’t know, 60 
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respondents (20 percent) strongly agreed, while as 37 respondents (12.33 
percent) strongly disagreed and 30 respondents (10 percent) disagreed. 
 
4.3: Parents interest and willingness to send their girls to school since 
the introduction of SSA scheme and SSA scheme attracted girl students 
towards elementary education and the gap between disproportionate 
literacy of males and females reduced 
Parents of rural poor had lot of excuses to not send their girls to schools 
and some excuse were genuine, SSA had holistic approach and had one 
of the aim to reduce gender gap, in this connection questions were asked 
from the parent respondents to know how they feel after the inception of 
this scheme and are they now ready to send their daughters to schools or 
still have any reservations and their responses have been mentioned in 
the below table: 
 
Table 4.3: Parents interest and willingness to send their girls to school 

and the impact of SSA 
Theme Responses Number Percentage 

Parents interest and 
willingness to send 
their girls to school 

Strongly agree 90 30.00 

Agree 130 43.34 

Don’t know 20 06.66 

Disagree 15 05.00 

Strongly disagree 45 12.33 

Total 300 100.00 

SSA scheme attracted 
girl students towards 
elementary education 

Yes 240 80.00 

No 60 20.00 

Total 300 100.00 

If yes, how? 

Opened schools within 
one kilo meters distance 
from home 

200 83.33 

Provided special 
facilities for girl 
students 

40 16.66 

Total 240 100.00 

Gap between  literacy 
of boys and girls has 
reduced 

Reduced significantly 170 56.67 

Reduced to some 
extend 

130 43.33 

Total 300 100.00 

Source: Field work data of respondents of SSA scheme, 2016 
 
Table 4.3 reveals that out of 300 respondents (100 percent), 130 
respondents (43.34 percent) agreed that parents are now very much 
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agreed to send their girls to school since the inception of SSA scheme, 90 
respondents (30 percent) strongly agreed, 45 respondents (12.33 percent) 
strongly disagreed, while as 20 respondents (6.66 percent) didn’t knew 
and 15 respondents (5 percent) disagreed about the statement. 
Further when in order to know whether SSA scheme has attracted girl 
students towards elementary education, the respondents were asked 
whether they agree or not and out of 300 respondents (100 percent), 240 
respondents (80 percent) responded in positive and 60 respondents (20 
percent) responded in negative. 200 respondents (83.33 percent) out of 
240 respondents (100 percent) from those who responded in positive 
revealed that SSA scheme has opened schools within one kilo meter 
distance of children from their homes, while as 40 respondents (16.66 
percent) said SSA has provided special facilities for girl students like 
financial assistance and equal education which has attracted. Further the 
same table reveals that out of 300 respondents (100 percent), 170 
respondents (56.67 percent) believe that the gap of literacy has decreased 
significantly due to SSA scheme; while as 13 respondents (43.33 percent) 
believe that to some extend it has reduced. The findings show that there 
has been significant reduction in gap between literacy rates of gender due 
to SSA scheme in the study area and a lot more needs to be done because 
the rate of those who believe it to be some extended is also quite high. 
 
4.4: Provisions of separate gender schools and appointment of female 
teachers 
Our society is orthodox and conservative and lot of parents feels shy to 
send their daughters to co-education schools and would prefer to have a 
separate gender schools where there are female teachers teaching to them, 
female teachers are usually considered sympathetic and more inclined 
towards small children and it is being felt that they prove to be more 
successful than their male counterparts at elementary level, in this regard 
questions and suggestions were taken from parents about their opinion to 
have separate gender schools and also about female teachers in these 
schools and their responses are recorded in the following table: 
 

Table 4.4: Provisions of separate gender schools and appointment of 
female teacher under SSA 

Theme Responses Number Percentage 

Provisions of separate 
gender schools 

Yes   

No 300 100.00 

Total 300 100.00 

There is need of such Very much need 300 100.00 
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schools 

Total 300 100.00 

Theme Response Number Percentage 

Appointment of female 
teachers 

Yes 100 33.33 

No 200 66.67 

Total 300 100.00 

If yes 

Parents feel comfortable 25 25.00 

Madams are more 
affectionate 

16 16:00 

Female teachers can 
easily understand girls 

psychology 
11 11:00 

Any other (all) 48 48.00 

Total 100 100.00 

Reasons for no 

Female teachers are not 
regular in elementary 

schools because of their 
too much family 

functions and usually 
come late and leave early 
due to many excuses so 

they should not be in 
elementary schools. 

200 100.00 

Total 200 100.00 

Source: Field work data of respondents of SSA scheme, 2016 
It was found that all 300 respondents (100 percent) negated that there is 
no provision of separate gender schools under SSA scheme and co-
education is found almost all over the state in elementary schools, as per 
the respondents, although there may be some separate elementary 
schools too but, there is no such provision under the scheme. It was 
further observed that there should be separate gender schools where 
parents can send their daughters freely to such schools because in the 
rural areas (study area) still there is a lot of orthodox thinking among the 
parents, same was revealed by 100 percent respondents.  
The same table 4.4 also shows that 100 respondents (33.33 percent) out of 
300 respondents (100 percent) agreed that appointment of female teachers 
at elementary schools have increased girls enrolment, while as 200 
respondents (66.67 percent) majority doesn’t believe so. Those who 
believe that really female teachers are helpful for girl students at 
elementary stage, 25 respondents (25 percent) believe so because they feel 
that parents are comfortable with female teacher for their girl child in 
schools, 16 respondents (16 percent) believe madams are more 
affectionate as compared to their male counter parts, 11 respondents (11 



Journal of Society in Kashmir 2020 

 

Page | 115 
 

percent) revealed female teachers can easily understand girls psychology 
and 48 respondents (48 percent) believe on all the above factors to be 
cause of female teachers preference over male at elementary stage. The 
majority 200 respondents believe who responded in negative for female 
teachers’ appointment in elementary stage believed that female teachers 
are not regular in elementary schools because of their too much family 
functions and usually come late and leave early due to many excuses, so 
they should not be in elementary schools. This is a very big outcome 
where majority of the respondents are against the appointment of female 
staff at elementary stage of schooling. It was also observed by the 
investigator that female teachers get favor of clerks and offices which 
harms education of children very badly in the study area. Further it was 
revealed by many respondents that many female teachers working in the 
elementary schools have more than three to four children born during 
their service and they don’t have even a single maternity leave entered in 
their service books due to corruption in ZEO offices. 
 
4.5: SSA has empowered girl child and this emphasis on girl child 
education has marginalized the male child 
Elementary education is considered to be corner stone for future 
empowerment and in case of women empowerment education is the only 
tool to empower and liberate them, It is general notion that if emphasis is 
put on one side of a thing the other side gets little bit marginalized; 
questions were asked from the respondents to know whether girl child is 
empowered and male children were marginalized due to emphasis on 
girl child education. 
 

Table 4.5:  Empowered on girl child education and its effect on male child 

Theme Responses Number Percentage 

SSA has 
empowered 

girl child 

Yes 270 90.00 

No 30 10.00 

Total 300 100.00 

How 

Girl child enrolment 
increased 

50 18.52 

Girl child became educated 110 40.74 

All 110 40.74 

Total 270 100.00 

Theme Reponses Number Percentage 

Emphasis on 
girl child 

Yes   

No 300 100.00 
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Total 300 100.00 

Source: Field work data of respondents of SSA scheme, 2016 
 
It can be observed from the above table that out of 300 respondents (100 
percent), majority of 270 respondents (90 percent) agree that SSA has 
empowered girl child, while as mere 30 respondents (10 percent) don’t 
believe so. Form the majority who believe, 110 respondents (40.74 
percent) reveals that due to this scheme girl child has become educated, 
her enrolment has increased significantly and she is empowered. It is 
quite encouraging that parents feel so and have very good feeling about 
their daughters’ education. Further all the 300 respondents (100 percent) 
think that there has been no marginalization of male child due to 
emphasis on girl child and both the genders have in fact received equal 
attention and care due to SSA scheme. It is good to see parents feel that 
the scheme has provided with equal attention to the students irrespective 
of gender discrimination. 
 
4.6: Suggestions to reduce gap in literacy 
By above findings it was clear that SSA has not succeeded in its mission 
especially in reducing gender gap, in this regard suggestions were asked 
from the parent respondents and the same is mentioned in the following 
table: 

Table 4.6: Suggestions to reduce gap in literacy 
Theme Responses Number Percentage 

Suggestions 

Making SSA more 
attractive through 
innovations 

45 15.00 

Increasing facilities related 
to gender at schools 

40 13.33 

Involve local people 
especially parents actively 

55 18.33 

 All of the above 160 53.34 

Total 300 100.00 

Source: Field work data of respondents of SSA scheme, 2016 
 
When asked about suggestions to reduce gap in literacy, majority 160 
respondents (53.34 percent) gave suggestions of making SSA more 
attractive, increasing facilities related to gender and by involving local 
community and parents more actively at the gross root level to have 
significant results. There should be some special efforts especially in rural 
areas to empower girl children, 55 respondents (18.33 percent) suggested 
to involve the local people especially parents actively in the 
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administration of the MDM scheme, 45 respondents (15 percent) said 
making the scheme more and more attractive through innovations, 40 
respondents (13.33 percent) suggested to increase facilities related to 
gender in the elementary schools 
 
5: Conclusion  
The findings of this study suggest that despite of SSA scheme and other 
related efforts by the department of education still there is gender gap in 
the study area. Although the said scheme has some good effects too on 
girls’ education and their retention rate but still its main goal of 100 
percent literacy rate has not been achieved till now. 
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